
          Seeing Jesus in Revelation 
                (and Hearing His Voice) 

Present!  
     
 

Last year, 2020, was an unprecedented year in my  

lifetime. 

• We experienced division in our county like I  

have never seen before. It has gotten so bad  

that those on opposite sides can hardly carry  

on a civil conversation with each other. It feels  

like frustration, anxiety, and hate have become normal. 

• About a year ago we started hearing rumblings about COVID. In the middle of March, things 

pretty much shut down as a result. Life has not been the same since. And, rather than coming 

together to fight this thing, the response has further divided us becoming another political 

flashpoint. 

• We have seen civil right issues explode again fanned by unfortunate circumstances exposing 

bigotry and hate on a larger scale than many thought possible. 

• We have seen violence escalate – and often encouraged by the careless words of our leaders. 

This has destroyed property, livelihoods, and lives all around the country.  

• We experienced an election that has further divided us. 

When 2021 began, people breathed a sigh of relief, hoping this year will be different. Hoping we can 

more in a different direction. But:  

• COVID keeps getting worse. December was the worst month we have had, and already January 

is on track to be even worse. 

• The vaccination effort is rolling out much slower than expected and is still suspect by lots of 

people. 
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• And this last week we witnessed something we never thought we would see here in the United 

States, a mob – encouraged by top leaders of our country – storming and taking over the Capital 

building in Washington, DC. 

• The political tension and division is getting worse. 

Where is our country headed? Where is our world heading? There are so many unknowns right now that 

many people find it terrifying.  

Those familiar with the Bible can’t help but see signs pointing to Jesus’ soon coming. And for many, this 

brings even more uncertainty. 

Am I ready? What kind of trouble will there be before He comes? Can I stand up through it? Where do I 

go for help? 

One book in the Bible can be especially helpful to us in this time – the book of Revelation. 

Unfortunately, it’s easy to get bogged down in the terrifying images, confusing symbols and multiple 

time periods.  

But, while the terrifying images and stern messages are an important part of Revelation, there is a 

deeper message often overlooked. A message you can hold on to – a message that will anchor your life! 

A message of hope!! 

Present 
When I was in high school, I made an appointment with my school counselor. As a high school senior, I 

was both excited and confused about my future. I had lots of questions. 

I sat down and started talking. It must have become evident this was not going to be a five-minute 

conversation. Without saying anything, he quietly slipped off his watch and turned it upside down on his 

desk – all the while, never taking his attention off of me. 

That one gesture told me everything I needed to know. It told me he was totally present for me and 

would be as long as I needed him. 

This is the principle message of the New Testament – Jesus is present! It was announced at His birth: 

Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “See, the 

virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name him Immanuel,” which is 

translated “God is with us.” (Matthew 1:22-23, CSB) 

He reinforced it the last night He was with His disciples prior to His arrest and death. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-24&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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“I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. On that day you will know that I am in 

my Father, you are in me, and I am in you.” (John 14:18-20, CSB) 

The last words He spoke while He was being taken up to Heaven was: 

“… And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20, CSB)  

We see this message flow right into and through the Book of Revelation – Jesus is present!  

He is always present with His people! 

He came looking for John while he was exiled on the Island of Patmos.  

In the opening chapters He is walking in the middle of the seven churches, watching over them, as He 

tells John what message to give each of them. 

We will see later how the seven churches span history from John’s lifetime right down to our day. And 

we see Jesus extending this invitation: 

“I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to 

him and eat with him, and he with me.” (Revelation 3:20, CSB) 

He wants to be present with you and me! 

And that beautiful promise He made the night before His death, where He said: 

“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. There is more than enough 

room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a 

place for you? When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with 

me where I am.” (John 14:1-6, NLT) 

We see it’s fulfillment at the end of the story, recorded in Revelation 21:  

“Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with them. They will be his peoples, and 

God himself will be with them and will be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will be no more, because the previous 

things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4, CSB) 

We see Jesus present with His people all through the Book of Revelation.  

Their ultimate victory only happens because He is present! 

Yes, there are some hard and scary things in Revelation. But you don’t have to be intimidated by them. 

As long as you’re connected to Jesus – allowing Him to be present in your life, He will take you right 

through the hard stuff into the eternity described in Revelation’s last chapters. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-6&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21+-+22&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21+-+22&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE


4 Present! – Seeing Jesus in Revelation (and Hearing His Voice), Lesson 1  

 

The Opening Words 
Let’s consider for a few moments the first three verses of Revelation 1. The main translation I’ll be using 

for this study is the Christian Standard Bible.  

The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave him to show his servants what must soon take 

place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testified to the word of 

God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, whatever he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud 

the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear the words of this prophecy and 

keep what is written in it, because the time is near. (Revelation 1:1-3, CSB) 

Here are a few things that strike me about these first three verses: 

• The Father gave Jesus some important stuff to share with us. This means that while we know 

Jesus is God (see John 1), He is still taking His cues from the Father. It appears that ultimately, 

the Father is in charge.  

• Jesus sent an angel – referred to as his angel – to John. John paid close attention and wrote 

down what he heard and did the best he could to describe what he saw  

• We are told specifically the events described here will take place soon because the time is near. 

Since this is found twice in this short passage, this is something we need to take seriously. 

• And finally, there is an important blessing given here. There are two things mentioned that will 

bring a blessing. There is a blessing for 

▪ Those who read the prophecy aloud – those who share it with others. 

▪ Those who hear the message and accept it into their lives. 

What’s not mentioned is also noteworthy. There is no special blessing listed for those who 

understand or lay out the correct timeline, or for those who understand and correctly interpret 

all the symbols and time prophecies. Not that these are unimportant. But the blessing comes 

when we come to Jesus in simple faith. It comes when we put into practice what we know and 

understand. Our goal is not just to know more – but to follow closer. 

Salvation, along with the power and strength to last through difficult times, has very little to do with 

your understanding of timelines, symbols, or time prophecies. It has everything to do with your 

connection with Jesus. 

It has everything to do with you leaning into Jesus’ presence in your life.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://classic.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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Assignment  
Next Sabbath (Jan. 16) we will continue our series on the book of Revelation titled Finding 

Jesus in Revelation (and Hearing His Voice) with a message titled Alpha & Omega.  

While we will be mainly looking at Revelation 1, there are a few other places where the 

term Alpha & Omega is used. Other similar terms, often used together with Alpha & Omega 

are Beginning & End and First & Last. Take some time to check these verses out. Notice Who 

in particular each of these references is talking about. 

▪ Revelation 1:8 

▪ Revelation 1:17 

▪ Revelation 2:8 

▪ Revelation 21:6 

▪ Revelation 22:13 

• This week focus on Revelation 1 and the verses above referencing Alpha & Omega, 

Beginning & End, and First & Last.  

• What do you find comforting in this passage?  

• Is there anything about this passage that makes you uncomfortable? Why do you think  

that is?  

• What does this passage tell you about the relationship between Jesus and the Father?  

• Alpha & Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. Jesus is called the Word 

(John 1). What can you learn from this?  

• As well as John knew Jesus when He was here on earth; how did he react to Him in 

Revelation 1? Why?  

• What is the most important message you see in this passage?  

• How will what you have learned affect the way you live your life? Why? 

 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A8&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A17&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2%3A8&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A6&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE


6 Present! – Seeing Jesus in Revelation (and Hearing His Voice), Lesson 1  

 

Notes 
Text you find in this color is a link to more information. It may take you to the Bible verse in context 

and/or in several different translations utilizing BibleGateway.com. In some cases, it may take you to 

a website where there is additional information. And, it may take you to a PDF copy of previous 

sermons in this series. 

Scripture References 
Matthew 1:18-24 (CSB): The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant 

from the Holy Spirit. 19 So her husband, Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to 

disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly. 

20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him 

Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “See, the 

virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 

7:14), which is translated “God is with us.” 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the Lord’s angel had commanded him. He married her 25 but 

did not have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. And he named him Jesus. 

(Matthew 1:18-24, CSB) 

Matthew 28:16-20 (CSB): The eleven disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 

directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted. 18 Jesus came near and 

said to them, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20, CSB)  

John 14:1-6 (NLT): “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There is 

more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going to prepare a place for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you 

will always be with me where I am. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+7%3A14&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+7%3A14&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-24&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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5 “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can 

we know the way?” 

6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 

through me. (John 14:1-6, NLT) 

John 14:15-21 (CSB): “If you love me, you will keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth. The world is 

unable to receive him because it doesn’t see him or know him. But you do know him, because he 

remains with you and will be in you. 

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. 20 On that day you will know that I 

am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you. 21 The one who has my commands and keeps 

them is the one who loves me. And the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I also will 

love him and will reveal myself to him.” (John 14:15-21, CSB) 

John 16:31-33 (NLT): Jesus asked, “Do you finally believe? 32 But the time is coming – Indeed it’s here 

now – when you will be scattered, each one going his own way, leaving me alone. Yet I am not 

alone because the Father is with me. 33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. 

Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome 

the world.” (John 16:31-33, NLT)  

Revelation 1 – 3 (NLT): The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave him to show his servants what 

must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testified 

to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, whatever he saw. 3 Blessed is the one 

who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear the words of this 

prophecy and keep what is written in it, because the time is near. 

4 John: To the seven churches in Asia. Grace and peace to you from the one who is, who was, and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has set us free from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father – to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, (Daniel 7:13) and every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn over him. (Zechariah 12:10) So it is to be. 

Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one who is, who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-6&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A31-33&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7%3A13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+12%3A10&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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John’s Vision of the Risen Lord 
9 I, John, your brother and partner in the affliction, kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus, 

was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was 

in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard a loud voice behind me like a trumpet  11  saying, 

“Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 

Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 

12 Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me. When I turned I saw even golden 

lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was one like the Son of Man, dressed in a robe and 

with a golden sash wrapped around his chest. 14 The hair of his head was white as wool – white 

as snow – and his eyes like a fiery flame. 15 His feet were like fine bronze as it is fired in a 

furnace, and his voice like the sound of cascading waters. 16 He had seven stars in his right hand; 

a sharp double-edged sword came from his mouth, and his face was shining like the sun at full 

strength. 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man. He laid his right hand on me and said, “Don’t 

be afraid. I am the First and the Last, 18 and the Living One. I was dead, but look – I am alive 

forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades. 19 Therefore write what you have 

seen, what is, and what will take place after this. 20 The mystery of the seven stars you saw in my 

right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the 

seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

The Letter to Ephesus 

2 “Write to the angel of the church in Ephesus: Thus says the one who holds the seven stars in 

his right hand and who walks among the seven golden lampstands: 2 I know your works, your 

labor, and your endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil people. You have tested those who 

call themselves apostles and are not, and you have found them to be liars. 3 I know that you have 

persevered and endured hardships for the sake of my name, and you have not grown 

weary. 4 But I have this against you: You have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember 

then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to 

you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet you do have this: You 

hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 

conquers, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

The Letter to Smyrna 
8 “Write to the angel of the church in Smyrna: Thus says the First and the Last, the one who was 

dead and came to life: 9 I know your affliction and poverty, but you are rich. I know the slander of 

those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Don’t be afraid of 

what you are about to suffer. Look, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison to test 
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you, and you will experience affliction for ten days. Be faithful to the point of death, and I will 

give you the crown of life. 

11 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who 

conquers will never be harmed by the second death. 

The Letter to Pergamum 
12 “Write to the angel of the church in Pergamum: Thus says the one who has the sharp, double-

edged sword: 13 I know where you live – where Satan’s throne is. Yet you are holding on to my 

name and did not deny your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness who was 

put to death among you, where Satan lives. 14 But I have a few things against you. You have 

some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a stumbling block in 

front of the Israelites: to eat meat sacrificed to idols and to commit sexual immorality. 15 In the 

same way, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 So repent! 

Otherwise, I will come to you quickly and fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

17 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 

conquers, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone, and on the 

stone a new name is inscribed that no one knows except the one who receives it. 

The Letter to Thyatira 
18 “Write to the angel of the church in Thyatira: Thus says the Son of God, the one whose eyes are 

like a fiery flame and whose feet are like fine bronze: 19 I know your works – your love, 

faithfulness, service, and endurance. I know that your last works are greater than the first. 20 But 

I have this against you: You tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and 

teaches and deceives my servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat meat sacrificed to 

idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality. 
22 Look, I will throw her into a sickbed and those who commit adultery with her into great 

affliction. Unless they repent of her works, 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches 

will know that I am the one who examines minds and hearts, and I will give to each of you 

according to your works. 24 I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who 

haven’t known “the so-called secrets of Satan” – as they say – I am not putting any other burden 

on you. 25 Only hold on to what you have until I come. 26 The one who conquers and who keeps 

my works to the end: I will give him authority over the nations – 27 and he will rule them with an 

iron scepter; he will shatter them like pottery (Psalm 2:9) – 28 just as I have received this from my 

Father. I will also give him the morning star. 

29 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+2%3A9&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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The Letter to Sardis 

3 “Write to the angel of the church in Sardis: Thus says the one who has the seven spirits of 

God and the seven stars: I know your works; you have a reputation for being alive, but you are 

dead. 2 Be alert and strengthen what remains, which is about to die, for I have not found your 

works complete before my God. 3 Remember, then, what you have received and heard; keep it, 

and repent. If you are not alert, I will come like a thief, and you have no idea at what hour I will 

come upon you. 4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have not defiled their clothes, and 

they will walk with me in white, because they are worthy. 

5 “In the same way, the one who conquers will be dressed in white clothes, and I will never erase 

his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his name before my Father and before his 

angels. 

6 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The Letter to Philadelphia 
7 “Write to the angel of the church in Philadelphia: Thus says the Holy One, the true one, the one 

who has the key of David, who opens and no one will close, and who closes and no one opens:  8 I 

know your works. Look, I have placed before you an open door that no one can close because 

you have but little power; yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9 Note this: 

I will make those from the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews and are not, but are lying – 

I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and they will know that I have loved 

you. 10 Because you have kept my command to endure, I will also keep you from the hour of 

testing that is going to come on the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 11 I am 

coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one takes your crown. 

12 “The one who conquers I will make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will never go out 

again. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God – the new 

Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God – and my new name. 

13 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The Letter to Laodicea 
14 “Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea: Thus says the Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the originator of God’s creation: 15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am 

going to vomit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, ‘I’m rich; I have become wealthy and need 

nothing,’ and you don’t realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I advise 

you to buy from me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, white clothes so that you 

may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and ointment to spread on your 

eyes so that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be zealous and 
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repent. 20 See! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

21 “To the one who conquers I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I also 

conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 

22 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

(Revelation 1 - 3, CSB) 

Revelation 21 – 22 (NLT): Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will 

live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their 

God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain 

will be no more, because the previous things have passed away. 

5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new.” He also said, 

“Write, because these words are faithful and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring 

of the water of life. 7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he 

will be my son. 8 But the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars – their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the 

second death.” 

The New Jerusalem 
9 Then one of the seven angels, who had held the seven bowls filled with the seven last 

plagues, came and spoke with me: “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 He 

then carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 arrayed with God’s glory. Her radiance was 

like a precious jewel, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 The city had a massive high wall, with 

twelve gates. Twelve angels were at the gates; the names of the twelve tribes of Israel’s sons 

were inscribed on the gates. 13 There were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, 

three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 14 The city wall had twelve foundations, 

and the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb were on the foundations. 

15 The one who spoke with me had a golden measuring rod to measure the city, its gates, and its 

wall. 16 The city is laid out in a square; its length and width are the same. He measured the city 

with the rod at 12,000 stadia. Its length, width, and height are equal. 17 Then he measured its 

wall, 144 cubits according to human measurement, which the angel used. 18 The building 

material of its wall was jasper, and the city was pure gold clear as glass. 19 The foundations of 

the city wall were adorned with every kind of jewel: the first foundation is jasper, the second 
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sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the 

seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, 

the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates are twelve pearls; each individual gate was made of a 

single pearl. The main street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 

22 I did not see a temple in it, because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God 

illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never close by day because it will never be night 

there. 26 They will bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. 27 Nothing unclean will ever 

enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those written in the Lamb’s 

book of life. 

The Source of Life 

22 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the city’s main street. The tree of life was on each side 

of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree 

are for healing the nations, 3 and there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name 

will be on their foreheads. 5 Night will be no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the 

light of the sun, because the Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

The Time Is Near 
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the 

prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 

7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I fell down to 

worship at the feet of the angel who had shown them to me. 9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! 

I am a fellow servant with you, your brothers the prophets, and those who keep the words of this 

book. Worship God!” 

10 Then he said to me, “Don’t seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is 

near. 11 Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy still be filthy; let the righteous 

go on in righteousness; let the holy still be holy.” 

12 “Look, I am coming soon, and my reward is with me to repay each person according to his 

work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and 

may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the 

murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 
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16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and 

descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

17 Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Let anyone who hears, say, “Come!” Let the one 

who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the water of life freely. 

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to them, 

God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book. 19 And if anyone takes away from 

the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the 

holy city, which are written about in this book. 

20 He who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with everyone. Amen. (Revelation 21 – 22,  CSB) 
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