
 

 

          Seeing Jesus in Revelation 
                (and Hearing His Voice) 

Alpha & Omega  
     

Reading in Revelation 
In keeping with the promise of Revelation 1:3 of a blessing 

for reading this book aloud and hearing it, we’re going to  

begin each message in Revelation by reading a passage  

relevant to what we are studying. Today we will read  

Revelation 1:4-8 from the Christian Standard Bible.  

John: To the seven churches in Asia. Grace and peace to you from the one who is, who was, and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has set us free from our sins by his blood, and made us a kingdom, 

priests to his God and Father – to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. And 

all the tribes of the earth will mourn over him. So it is to be.  

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one who is, who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:4-8, CSB) 

The Alphabet  
My guess is most of you have not spent too much time thinking about the alphabet since those early 

days in elementary school when you had to memorize it. 

Most of us can say it forward from A – Z. There are a few talented folk among us that can even say it 

backwards from Z – A! 

If you work in an office and have to … (I mean “get to”) file documents, you probably think about it more 

than most of us do. 

We do know there are 26 letters in our alphabet – only 26. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/#vinfo
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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But, have you ever wondered how many words there are based on those 26 letters? 

According to an article in Dictionary.com, there are over one million distinct words in English. That’s a 

lot of words.  

According to the same article, most people only know about 40,000 of them and generally only use 

about 20,000.  

So, I’m going to pretend I’m smart and know 50,000 words (just because the math is easier – I’m not 

really that smart). That means I know a whopping 5% of the total English words. I know, that actually 

makes me feel dumb. 

Stay with me here, there is a point to all this. 

Do you know how many books the Library of Congress has in their collection?  

I didn’t think so – I didn’t either until I looked it up. They have over 32 million books! Just over half of 

them are in English – a bit more than 16 million books. And a fun fact to know and tell: their biggest 

book measures five feet wide by seven feet 

tall. 

This is what about 100 books look like. So 

multiply this by 1.6 million and you’ll end up 

with about the number of books written in 

English found in the Library of Congress. 

This is all based on just 26 letters from A – Z. 

Alpha and Omega 
When God says He is the Alpha and the Omega – the first and last letter of the Greek alphabet – He is 

telling us He is the alphabet of the Universe. He is the First and the Last; the Beginning and the End; and 

everything in between!  

The first time we see God referring to Himself as the First and the Last is in Isaiah 41. It is part of a larger 

passage that questions His people why they have not placed their trust in Him. It directly follows a well-

known passage in Isaiah 40 that ends with this beautiful promise: 

“… Those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. 

They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31, NLT) 

We tend to just focus on the promise. But, the promise is there as an illustration of what they have not 

been doing – even though it has been offered to them.  

https://www.dictionary.com/e/how-many-words-in-english/
https://www.loc.gov/about/fascinating-facts/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A1-16&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A28+-+41%3A16&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A28+-+41%3A16&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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And, because they have not trusted God and come to Him for their strength and protection the next 

words He speaks are:  

“Listen in silence before me, you lands beyond the sea. Bring your strongest arguments. Come 

now and speak. The court is ready for your case …” (Isaiah 41:1, NLT) 

He then gives some examples of His power at work before summarizing it like this: 

“… It is I, the Lord, the First and the Last. I alone am he.” (Isaiah 41:4, NLT) 

This is a forceful statement of Who He is. He makes this statement three time in Isaiah. It is repeated to 

make the point that they do not need to experience  life apart from Him with all the pain and misery 

that will come to them as a result of living outside of His protective power. 

We don’t find this language again in Scripture until the first chapter in Revelation. And, they way it is 

used here is rather interesting. In the first instance we hear God the Father speaking: 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one who is, who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8, CSB) 

A little later in the chapter we see God the Son – Jesus – echoing these words: 

“Don’t be afraid. I am the First and the Last, and the Living One. I was dead, but look – I am alive 

forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades …” (Revelation 1:17-18, CSB) 

Jesus here identifies as the First and the Last – as God; but, He also makes it clear He was dead but is 

now alive and holds the keys of death and the grave. 

This imagery is not used again until the last two chapters of Revelation where we see the pattern 

repeated. First, we hear from the Father: 

Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new.” … Then he said to 

me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end …”  

(Revelation 21:5-6, CSB) 

And then we hear almost identical words from the Son: 

“Look, I am coming soon, and my reward is with me to repay each person according to his work. I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”  

(Revelation 22:12-13, CSB) 

What is going on here? And, why is this important? 

First of all, we can understand that it is repeated, so it is important.  

It’s position at the beginning and the end of the book tells us that it’s something God wants us to know 

and understand going into this book, and something He wants us to remember from reading this book. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A28+-+41%3A16&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A28+-+41%3A16&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21+-+22&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21+-+22&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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And most importantly, it addresses an important false teaching that was going around then, and has 

been with us in one form or another since then. 

There was a movement gaining strength that Jesus was not really God. Sound familiar? 

They believed it was not possible for God to die therefore Jesus could not have been God. Furthermore 

they said that God would not corrupt Himself by inhabiting a human body. This destroys the truth of 

God dying for our sins making His love and grace invalid. 

Revelation identifies both the Father and the Son as God. Both are Alpha and Omega, the First and the 

Last, the Beginning and the End.  

But then it also identifies the Son – Jesus – as the One though He was God, died and rose again. This is 

also reinforced in other places in Revelation when Jesus is identified as the Lamb who was slain. 

The Gospel of John was written several years later after John was released from his exile on the Island of 

Patmos. He was still fighting this false teaching.  

He built on this idea of Jesus being the Alpha and Omega – the total alphabet – in the introduction to his 

Gospel where He wrote: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

with God in the beginning. All things were created through him, and apart from him not one 

thing was created that has been created. In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-4, 14, CSB) 

Jesus was the living Word of God that became flesh – human – and dwelt among us.  

The Greek word used here is Logos. Logos implies a logical argument that explains an important 

concept. And, In most cases, Logos takes multiple words and often multiple books to make its point.  

In calling Jesus the Logos, John is saying not only is He the alphabet, He is the way the alphabet is used – 

He is the language of God. He demonstrated through His words and actions what God is like and how He 

relates to people. He demonstrated the reality and character of God. 

Jesus affirmed this several times during His ministry, but made it crystal clear the last night he was with 

His disciples before His arrest and death: 

“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! …” (John 14:9, NLT) 

John’s Gospel closes with this same imagery: 

Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written down, I suppose the whole world could 

not contain the books that would be written. (John 21:25, NLT)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A24-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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Not even the Library of Congress would be large enough for the collection.  

You see, Jesus is still doing His thing, just as He has been for the last 2,000 years. His story is not finished 

yet. He is still demonstrating the power and love of God! 

Just a few of weeks ago I saw Him enter into someone’s life and start making a difference.  

A couple of weeks ago  I read a story of someone who had a recent encounter with a stranger at a local 

market as a result of God’s prompting that changed the direction of a life. 

Several days ago, I learned of someone who responded to God’s prompting to make a phone call that 

ended up bringing someone closer to Jesus. 

And I have recently experienced again how much God’s forgiveness and cleansing means in my life. 

God’s story is still being written. We will spend much of eternity discovering and enjoying these stories 

written by the Alpha and Omega. 

What story is He writing in your life right now? 

Assignment  
Next Sabbath we will continue our series on the book of Revelation titled Finding Jesus in 

Revelation (and Hearing His Voice) with a message titled Available.  

We see a number of defining characteristics of Jesus mentioned in Revelation 1 referred 

back to in Revelation 2 – 3 in the messages to the Seven Churches. 

This week you might find it helpful to make a list of the characteristics of Jesus given in 

Chapter 1 as you consider how it may help us better understand the message Jesus gives to 

each of the churches. 

• This week spend some time with Revelation 1 – 3. Especially focus on the characteristics of 

Jesus and how it relates to each church.   

• What do you find comforting in this passage?  

• Is there anything about this passages that makes you uncomfortable? Why do you think  

that is?  

• What can you learn about Jesus from the list of characteristics given in Revelation 1?  

• How do these characteristics complement the message He gives to each of the churches in 

Revelation 2 – 3?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE


 

6 Alpha & Omega – Seeing Jesus in Revelation (and Hearing His Voice), Lesson 2  

 

• What is the most important message you see in this passages?  

• How will what you have learned affect the way you live your life? Why? 

 

 

Notes 
Text you find in this color is a link to more information. It may take you to the Bible verse in context 

and/or in several different translations utilizing BibleGateway.com. In some cases, it may take you to 

a website where there is additional information. And, it may take you to a PDF copy of previous 

sermons in this series. 

Previous Messages in this Series (click on the title to download a PDF copy of it) 

• Jan. 9, 2021 – Present! (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

Scripture References 
Ecclesiastes 3:9-15 (CSB): What does the worker gain from his struggles? 10 I have seen the task that 

God has given the children of Adam to keep them occupied. 11 He has made everything 

appropriate in its time. He has also put eternity in their hearts, but no one can discover the work 

God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know that there is nothing better for them than to 

rejoice and enjoy the good life. 13 It is also the gift of God whenever anyone eats, drinks, and 

enjoys all his efforts. 14 I know that everything God does will last forever; there is no adding to it 

or taking from it. God works so that people will be in awe of him. 15 Whatever is, has already 

been, and whatever will be, already is. However, God seeks justice for the persecuted. 

(Ecclesiastes 3:9-15, CSB)  

Isaiah 40:28 – 41:16 (NLT): “Have you never heard? Have you never understood? The LORD is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth. He never grows weak or weary. No one can 

measure the depths of his understanding. 29 He gives power to the weak and strength to the 

powerless.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/01-Revelation-Present-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GeIf-WwaUk
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A9-15&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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30 “Even youths will become weak and tired, and young men will fall in exhaustion. 31 But those 

who trust in the LORD will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will 

run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint. 

41 “Listen in silence before me, you lands beyond the sea. Bring your strongest arguments. 

Come now and speak. The court is ready for your case. 

2 “Who has stirred up this king from the east, rightly calling him to God’s service? Who gives this 

man victory over many nations and permits him to trample their kings underfoot? With his 

sword, he reduces armies to dust. With his bow, he scatters them like chaff before the wind. 3 He 

chases them away and goes on safely, though he is walking over unfamiliar ground. 4 Who has 

done such mighty deeds, summoning each new generation from the beginning of time? It is I, 

the LORD, the First and the Last. I alone am he.” 

5 The lands beyond the sea watch in fear. Remote lands tremble and mobilize for war. 6 The idol 

makers encourage one another, saying to each other, “Be strong!”  7 The carver encourages the 

goldsmith, and the molder helps at the anvil. “Good,” they say. “It’s coming along fine.” Carefully 

they join the parts together, then fasten the thing in place so it won’t fall over. 

8 “But as for you, Israel my servant, Jacob my chosen one, descended from Abraham my friend, 9 I 

have called you back from the ends of the earth, saying, ‘You are my servant.’ For I have chosen 

you and will not throw you away. 10 Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I 

am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand. 

11 “See, all your angry enemies lie there, confused and humiliated. Anyone who opposes you will 

die and come to nothing. 12 You will look in vain for those who tried to conquer you. Those who 

attack you will come to nothing. 13 For I hold you by your right hand – I, the LORD your God. And I 

say to you, ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to help you. 14 Though you are a lowly worm, O Jacob, 

don’t be afraid, people of Israel, for I will help you. I am the LORD, your Redeemer. I am the Holy 

One of Israel.’ 15 You will be a new threshing instrument with many sharp teeth. You will tear 

your enemies apart, making chaff of mountains. 16 You will toss them into the air, and the wind 

will blow them all away; a whirlwind will scatter them. Then you will rejoice in the LORD. You will 

glory in the Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 40:28 – 41:16, NLT) 

Isaiah 44:6-8 (NLT): This is what the LORD says – Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD of Heaven’s 

Armies: 

“I am the First and the Last; there is no other God. 7 Who is like me? Let him step forward and 

prove to you his power. Let him do as I have done since ancient times when I established a 

people and explained its future. 8 Do not tremble; do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim my 

purposes for you long ago? You are my witnesses – is there any other God? No! There is no other 

Rock – not one!” (Isaiah 44:6-8, NLT) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A28+-+41%3A16&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+44%3A6-8&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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Isaiah 46:8-13 (CSB): “Remember this and be brave; take it to heart, you transgressors! 9 Remember 

what happened long ago, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and no one is like me. 10 I 

declare the end from the beginning, and from long ago what is not yet done, saying: my plan will 

take place, and I will do all my will. 11 I call a bird of prey from the east, a man for my purpose 

from a far country. Yes, I have spoken; so I will also bring it about. I have planned it; I will also do 

it. 12 Listen to me, you hardhearted, far removed from justice: 13 I am bringing my justice near; it 

is not far away, and my salvation will not delay. I will put salvation in Zion, my splendor in Israel. 

(Isaiah 46:8-13, CSB)  

Isaiah 48:12-13 (NLT): “Listen to me, O family of Jacob, Israel my chosen one! I alone am God, the 

First and the Last. 13 It was my hand that laid the foundations of the earth, my right hand that 

spread out the heavens above. When I call out the stars, they all appear in order.”  
(Isaiah 48:12-13, NLT) 

John 1:1-18 (CSB): In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created through him, and apart from 

him not one thing was created that has been created. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light 

of men. 5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify about 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but he came to testify 

about the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world was created through him, and yet the world did not 

recognize him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 

did receive him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in his name, 
13 who were born, not of natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of 

God. 

14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning him and exclaimed, 

“This was the one of whom I said, ‘The one coming after me ranks ahead of me, because he 

existed before me.’”) 16 Indeed, we have all received grace upon grace from his fullness, 17 for the 

law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 

seen God. The one and only Son, who is himself God and is at the Father’s side – he has revealed 

him. (John 1:1-18, CSB) 

John 14:1-14 (NLT): “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There is 

more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going to prepare a place for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you 

will always be with me where I am. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+46%3A8-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+48%3A12-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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5 “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can 

we know the way?” 

6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 

through me. 7 If you had really known me, you would know who my Father is.[c] From now on, you 

do know him and have seen him!” 

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 

9 Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I am? 

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show him to 

you? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak are 

not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11 Just believe that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have seen me do. 

12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even 

greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can ask for anything in my name, 

and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. 14 Yes, ask me for anything in my 

name, and I will do it!” (John 14:1-14, NLT) 

John 20:30-31 (NLT): The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones 

recorded in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his 

name. (John 20:30-31, NLT) 

John 21:24-25 (NLT): This disciple is the one who testifies to these events and has recorded them 

here. And we know that his account of these things is accurate. 

25 Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written down, I suppose the whole world 

could not contain the books that would be written. (John 21:24-25, NLT)  

Revelation 1 – 3 (CSB): The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave him to show his servants what 

must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testified 

to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, whatever he saw. 3 Blessed is the one 

who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear the words of this 

prophecy and keep what is written in it, because the time is near. 

4 John: To the seven churches in Asia. Grace and peace to you from the one who is, who was, and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has set us free from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father – to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV#fen-NLT-26641c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A30-31&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A24-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, (Daniel 7:13) and every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn over him. (Zechariah 12:10) So it is to be. 

Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one who is, who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” 

John’s Vision of the Risen Lord 
9 I, John, your brother and partner in the affliction, kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus, 

was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was 

in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard a loud voice behind me like a trumpet  11  saying, 

“Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 

Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 

12 Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me. When I turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was one like the Son of Man, dressed in a robe and 

with a golden sash wrapped around his chest. 14 The hair of his head was white as wool – white 

as snow – and his eyes like a fiery flame. 15 His feet were like fine bronze as it is fired in a 

furnace, and his voice like the sound of cascading waters. 16 He had seven stars in his right hand; 

a sharp double-edged sword came from his mouth, and his face was shining like the sun at full 

strength. 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man. He laid his right hand on me and said, “Don’t 

be afraid. I am the First and the Last, 18 and the Living One. I was dead, but look – I am alive 

forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades. 19 Therefore write what you have 

seen, what is, and what will take place after this. 20 The mystery of the seven stars you saw in my 

right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the 

seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

The Letter to Ephesus 

2 “Write to the angel of the church in Ephesus: Thus says the one who holds the seven stars in 

his right hand and who walks among the seven golden lampstands: 2 I know your works, your 

labor, and your endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil people. You have tested those who 

call themselves apostles and are not, and you have found them to be liars. 3 I know that you have 

persevered and endured hardships for the sake of my name, and you have not grown 

weary. 4 But I have this against you: You have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember 

then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to 

you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet you do have this: You 

hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 

conquers, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7%3A13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+12%3A10&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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The Letter to Smyrna 
8 “Write to the angel of the church in Smyrna: Thus says the First and the Last, the one who was 

dead and came to life: 9 I know your affliction and poverty, but you are rich. I know the slander of 

those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Don’t be afraid of 

what you are about to suffer. Look, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison to test 

you, and you will experience affliction for ten days. Be faithful to the point of death, and I will 

give you the crown of life. 

11 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who 

conquers will never be harmed by the second death. 

The Letter to Pergamum 
12 “Write to the angel of the church in Pergamum: Thus says the one who has the sharp, double-

edged sword: 13 I know where you live – where Satan’s throne is. Yet you are holding on to my 

name and did not deny your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness who was 

put to death among you, where Satan lives. 14 But I have a few things against you. You have 

some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a stumbling block in 

front of the Israelites: to eat meat sacrificed to idols and to commit sexual immorality. 15 In the 

same way, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 So repent! 

Otherwise, I will come to you quickly and fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

17 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 

conquers, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone, and on the 

stone a new name is inscribed that no one knows except the one who receives it. 

The Letter to Thyatira 
18 “Write to the angel of the church in Thyatira: Thus says the Son of God, the one whose eyes are 

like a fiery flame and whose feet are like fine bronze: 19 I know your works – your love, 

faithfulness, service, and endurance. I know that your last works are greater than the first. 20 But 

I have this against you: You tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and 

teaches and deceives my servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat meat sacrificed to 

idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality. 
22 Look, I will throw her into a sickbed and those who commit adultery with her into great 

affliction. Unless they repent of her works, 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches 

will know that I am the one who examines minds and hearts, and I will give to each of you 

according to your works. 24 I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who 

haven’t known “the so-called secrets of Satan” – as they say – I am not putting any other burden 

on you. 25 Only hold on to what you have until I come. 26 The one who conquers and who keeps 

my works to the end: I will give him authority over the nations – 27 and he will rule them with an 
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iron scepter; he will shatter them like pottery (Psalm 2:9) – 28 just as I have received this from my 

Father. I will also give him the morning star. 

29 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The Letter to Sardis 

3 “Write to the angel of the church in Sardis: Thus says the one who has the seven spirits of 

God and the seven stars: I know your works; you have a reputation for being alive, but you are 

dead. 2 Be alert and strengthen what remains, which is about to die, for I have not found your 

works complete before my God. 3 Remember, then, what you have received and heard; keep it, 

and repent. If you are not alert, I will come like a thief, and you have no idea at what hour I will 

come upon you. 4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have not defiled their clothes, and 

they will walk with me in white, because they are worthy. 

5 “In the same way, the one who conquers will be dressed in white clothes, and I will never erase 

his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his name before my Father and before his 

angels. 

6 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The Letter to Philadelphia 
7 “Write to the angel of the church in Philadelphia: Thus says the Holy One, the true one, the one 

who has the key of David, who opens and no one will close, and who closes and no one opens:  8 I 

know your works. Look, I have placed before you an open door that no one can close because 

you have but little power; yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9 Note this: 

I will make those from the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews and are not, but are lying – 

I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and they will know that I have loved 

you. 10 Because you have kept my command to endure, I will also keep you from the hour of 

testing that is going to come on the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 11 I am 

coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one takes your crown. 

12 “The one who conquers I will make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will never go out 

again. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God – the new 

Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God – and my new name. 

13 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The Letter to Laodicea 
14 “Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea: Thus says the Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the originator of God’s creation: 15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am 

going to vomit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, ‘I’m rich; I have become wealthy and need 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+2%3A9&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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nothing,’ and you don’t realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I advise 

you to buy from me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, white clothes so that you 

may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and ointment to spread on your 

eyes so that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be zealous and 

repent. 20 See! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

21 “To the one who conquers I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I also 

conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 

22 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

(Revelation 1 - 3, CSB) 

Revelation 21 – 22 (NLT): Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will 

live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their 

God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain 

will be no more, because the previous things have passed away. 

5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new.” He also said, 

“Write, because these words are faithful and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring 

of the water of life. 7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he 

will be my son. 8 But the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars – their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the 

second death.” 

The New Jerusalem 
9 Then one of the seven angels, who had held the seven bowls filled with the seven last 

plagues, came and spoke with me: “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 He 

then carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 arrayed with God’s glory. Her radiance was 

like a precious jewel, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 The city had a massive high wall, with 

twelve gates. Twelve angels were at the gates; the names of the twelve tribes of Israel’s sons 

were inscribed on the gates. 13 There were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, 

three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 14 The city wall had twelve foundations, 

and the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb were on the foundations. 

15 The one who spoke with me had a golden measuring rod to measure the city, its gates, and its 

wall. 16 The city is laid out in a square; its length and width are the same. He measured the city 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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with the rod at 12,000 stadia. Its length, width, and height are equal. 17 Then he measured its 

wall, 144 cubits according to human measurement, which the angel used. 18 The building 

material of its wall was jasper, and the city was pure gold clear as glass. 19 The foundations of 

the city wall were adorned with every kind of jewel: the first foundation is jasper, the second 

sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the 

seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, 

the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates are twelve pearls; each individual gate was made of a 

single pearl. The main street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 

22 I did not see a temple in it, because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God 

illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never close by day because it will never be night 

there. 26 They will bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. 27 Nothing unclean will ever 

enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those written in the Lamb’s 

book of life. 

The Source of Life 

22 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the city’s main street. The tree of life was on each side 

of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree 

are for healing the nations, 3 and there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name 

will be on their foreheads. 5 Night will be no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the 

light of the sun, because the Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

The Time Is Near 
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the 

prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 

7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I fell down to 

worship at the feet of the angel who had shown them to me. 9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! 

I am a fellow servant with you, your brothers the prophets, and those who keep the words of this 

book. Worship God!” 

10 Then he said to me, “Don’t seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is 

near. 11 Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy still be filthy; let the righteous 

go on in righteousness; let the holy still be holy.” 
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12 “Look, I am coming soon, and my reward is with me to repay each person according to his 

work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and 

may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the 

murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and 

descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

17 Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Let anyone who hears, say, “Come!” Let the one 

who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the water of life freely. 

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to them, 

God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book. 19 And if anyone takes away from 

the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the 

holy city, which are written about in this book. 

20 He who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with everyone. Amen. (Revelation 21 – 22, CSB) 
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