
                                              Part 2           
                        Seeing Jesus in Revelation 
                              (and Hearing His Voice) 

Beginning  
     
 

When we lived in Florida, we attended church in the town  

of Celebration – designed by Disney as an ideal community.  

It is a beautiful town with lots of green space. They have  

the full price-range of homes from studio apartments to  

obscenely expensive mansions. 

We’d often bring a picnic lunch and eat by one of the lakes around town. And then, after lunch walk 

through some of their paths. 

One day while walking we came across an open house on a street in the moderately expensive range; 

about 1.5 – 3 million dollars (15 years ago not long after the housing bubble bust). It had a good-sized 

lot and backed up to one of the lovely water features.   

We decided to explore it as we had never been in one of their more expensive homes. Walking through 

it was like a fantasy.   

• The entry way looked like something you might see in a movie.  

• The kitchen was equipped with the latest and best of everything. 

• The master bedroom’s walk-in closet was huge – and the closet had a walk-in closet bigger than 

my guest room. I could have set up a nice shop in there. 

• They had a small home theatre set up over the attached garage – very plush  

• Out back was a detached 3-car garage with an upper floor that could be used as a guest suite.  

We didn’t submit an offer on it. All-in-all, it really wasn’t our style. I do suppose I could have gotten used 

to it if I had to. I know there are homes much fancier than this one was but I can hardly imagine what 

they might be like. 

In the last two chapters of Revelation we find a description of the New Jerusalem, our home in Heaven. 

And, after the millennium, moved here to earth to serve as God’s Capital City. 

https://celebration.fl.us/
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It’s pretty hard to visualize some of it. We find a description in Revelation 21:9 – 22:5: 

Then one of the seven angels, who had held the seven bowls filled with the seven last 

plagues, came and spoke with me: “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” He 

then carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, arrayed with God’s glory. Her radiance was 

like a precious jewel, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. The city had a massive high wall, with 

twelve gates. Twelve angels were at the gates; the names of the twelve tribes of Israel’s sons 

were inscribed on the gates. There were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three 

gates on the south, and three gates on the west. The city wall had twelve foundations, and the 

twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb were on the foundations. 

The one who spoke with me had a golden measuring rod to measure the city, its gates, and its 

wall. The city is laid out in a square; its length and width are the same. He measured the city with 

the rod at 12,000 stadia. Its length, width, and height are equal. Then he measured its wall, 144 

cubits according to human measurement, which the angel used. The building material of its wall 

was jasper, and the city was pure gold clear as glass. The foundations of the city wall were 

adorned with every kind of jewel: the first foundation is jasper, the second sapphire, the third 

chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, 

the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth 

amethyst. The twelve gates are twelve pearls; each individual gate was made of a single pearl. 

The main street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 

I did not see a temple in it, because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The 

city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God illuminates it, and 

its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 

glory into it. Its gates will never close by day because it will never be night there. They will bring 

the glory and honor of the nations into it. Nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who 

does what is detestable or false, but only those written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God 

and of the Lamb down the middle of the city’s main street. The tree of life was on each side of 

the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are 

for healing the nations, and there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb 

will be in the city, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be 

on their foreheads. Night will be no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the light of 

the sun, because the Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

(Revelation 21:9 – 22:5, CSB) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A9+%E2%80%93+22%3A5&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A9+%E2%80%93+22%3A5&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE


3 Beginning, Part  2 – Seeing Jesus in Revelation (and Hearing His Voice) 

 

Literal or Symbolic? 
I don’t know how much of this is literal and how much is symbolic. I tend to take things literally unless 

it’s obviously not meant to be.  

Most of this seems literal and appears to simply be an attempt to describe something he’s seeing but 

not fully understanding. How do you describe eternal things you’re unfamiliar with?  

There are some odd things here: 

• Have you ever even heard of a single pearl large enough to make up a city gate. That’s one huge 

clam in an environment supposedly free of irritations. 

• Have you ever seen a city with 12 foundations. And each foundation is constructed from a 

different precious gem, many of which are not strong enough to support a huge city. 

• Have you thought of paving streets with gold? It sounds rich. But, it wouldn’t hold up for long if 

it’s the kind of gold we have – it’s too soft for paving material. And, it must not be worth all that 

much there either – it’s simply the asphalt of choice. 

• What about never having any night there – how does that work? Will the solar system stop 

working? Will the sun and moon just disappear? Or is this just talking about what’s happening in 

God’s city where God’s presence is. Is His glory so bright there that the sun and moon won’t be 

noticed? But, if you’re in other places on the New Earth, away from the city, it will continue with 

the natural cycles that were begun at creation? 

• And, did you catch the dimensions and shape of the city? It’s a cube with it’s length, width, and 

height equal. It measures 12,000 stadia, which is roughly equivalent to 1,400 miles. This is a big 

city. This would roughly cover half of the continental United States.  

And if that isn’t mind blowing enough, it extend 1,400 miles up into the atmosphere – the tallest 

point on earth right now is less than six miles. The international space station orbits the earth at 

about 240 miles out. The city extends out another 1,160 miles past the orbit of the space 

station.  

This raises all sorts of questions I have no way to wrap my mind around. Is this literal or is it 

simply a way to remind us it’s beyond our understanding?  

There certainly are some question marks here.  

One thing is certain – it’s going to blow your mind. You and I will see and experience things we have 

never experienced or even imagined before. 

But, there are some things we can understand! 
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It does paint a picture of a beautiful, central green space in the city. This space is not only refreshing, it’s 

life-giving both through the Water of Life flowing directly from God’s throne and the fruit and leaves of 

the Tree of Life. 

We also see the accessibility of Jesus and the Father. While they are available now – and we can have a 

close, personal relationship – going to Heaven will feel like moving from a long-distance/on-line 

relationship to an in-person, up-close one. It will feel a bit like stepping away from communicating via 

Zoom to walking hand in hand.  

It will be up close and personal without the effects of sin distracting us and working to pull us away!  

And then there is this one little phrase we often read right over: 

Its gates will never close by day because it will never be night there. (Revelation 21:25, CSB) 

Its gates will never close … This would indicate two things to the people back then. 

First, for them gates were closed for protection – to keep trouble out. Gates that never closed could 

only mean there was no danger or enemies to worry about. The would be living free of fear. 

And then, there’s a whole world outside the city. As big as it is, the New Jerusalem only takes up as 

much space as half of the continental United States.  

That leaves a lot of world. What would it be like? 

The New Testament is full of allusions to passages in the Old Testament – often times sharing a phrase 

or two from a passage the writer assumes the reader already is familiar with to fill out the picture. 

Isaiah 65:17-24 
We find that here in Revelation. These last chapters refer to a passage in Isaiah 65 to help us understand 

more of what our life will be like there. See if any of this sounds familiar. 

“Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even think about the old 

ones anymore.” (Isaiah 65:17, NLT) 

When the early Christians read the first part of Revelation 21: 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth … (Revelation 21:1, CSB) 

Isaiah 65 is where their minds would have gone. Reading on in Isaiah 65. 

“Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even think about the old 

ones anymore. Be glad; rejoice forever in my creation! And look! I will create Jerusalem as a 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A9+%E2%80%93+22%3A5&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+65%3A17-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+65%3A17-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21+-+22&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+65%3A17-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+65%3A17-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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place of happiness. Her people will be a source of joy. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and delight in 

my people. And the sound of weeping and crying will be heard in it no more. 

“No longer will babies die when only a few days old. No longer will adults die before they have 

lived a full life. No longer will people be considered old at one hundred! … In those days people 

will live in the houses they build and eat the fruit of their own vineyards … My people will live as 

long as trees, and my chosen ones will have time to enjoy their hard-won gains. They will not 

work in vain, and their children will not be doomed to misfortune … 

“I will answer them before they even call to me. While they are still talking about their needs, I 

will go ahead and answer their prayers! The wolf and the lamb will feed together. The lion will 

eat hay like a cow … In those days no one will be hurt or destroyed on my holy mountain. I, 

the LORD, have spoken!” (Isaiah 65:17-25, NLT) 

To them, this was a lovely picture, representing the best elements of life as they knew it.  

I don’t think it’s telling us we will all be farmers. God is saying our lives will be full of meaning. We’ll be 

engaged in fulfilling activities bringing meaning and pleasure to our lives. Our work won’t be wiped out 

by unforeseen tragedies and we’ll enjoy the results long-term.  

Best of all, we’ll enjoy a close relationship with God, our Father, and Jesus, our Savior and Brother. 

God’s trying to paint a picture of eternity that’s hard to walk away from.  

He knows how wonderful it will be. 

He wants you to see it and long for it.  

Jesus gave His life to demonstrate how important you are to Him and the Father, and to let you know 

how much They want you to be with them for eternity. 

And He wants you to know He will be with you right now helping you through this life – with all the pain, 

struggles, heartbreaks, and suffering that sin has brought – to get you into eternity. 

This relationship can start and grow now. There’s no secret formula for it. It’s straightforward and 

simple. 

Jesus said: 

See! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to 

him and eat with him, and he with me. (Revelation 3:20, CSB) 

The more time you spend getting to know Jesus by reading His Word and sharing your heart with Him 

through prayer, the closer you’ll come to Him.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+65%3A17-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+3%3A14-22&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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The closer you come to Him the more you’ll love Him. You will then become more like Him and will find 

sin becoming less attractive. 

The more you love Him, the more you will want to be with Him. You will then look forward to Heaven 

and eternity because that is where He will be. 

But for now, God says: 

“Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Don’t tremble with fear. I am your God. I will make you strong, 

as I protect you with my arm and give you victories. 

“I am the LORD your God. I am holding your hand, so don’t be afraid. I am here to help 

you.” (Isaiah 41:10, 13, CEV)  

Assignment  
Next Sabbath we will continue our series on the book of Revelation titled Finding Jesus in 

Revelation (and Hearing His Voice) with a message titled Beginning, Part 3.  

We will focus on Revelation 22:6-21, especially the last recorded words of Jesus, to see 

where He wants us to stay focused. 

• This week spend some time with Revelation 22:6-21. Read it through several times, maybe even 

in a couple different translations.   

• What do you find comforting in this passage?  

• Is there anything about this passage that makes you uncomfortable? Why do you think  

that is?  

• What message is Jesus giving us through His own words in this passage?  

• What message is being conveyed through John’s words in this passage?   

• What promise does Jesus make here? Why is this important? 

• What is the most important message you see in this passage?  

• How will what you have learned affect the way you live your life? Why? 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A10-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://goldenhillschurch.com/finding-jesus-in-revelation/
https://goldenhillschurch.com/finding-jesus-in-revelation/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A6-21&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A6-21&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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Notes 
Text you find in this color is a link to more information. It may take you to the Bible verse in context 

and/or in several different translations utilizing BibleGateway.com. In some cases, it may take you to 

a website where there is additional information. And, it may take you to a PDF copy of previous 

sermons in this series. 

Resource Books 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, Commentary on the Book of Revelation, 2nd Edition, Ranko Stefanovic, 

Andrews University Press, © 2009. To purchase a paper copy go to Amazon.com. For an iBook, 

click here. For a Kindle version, click here.  

*Revelation, the Fifth Gospel, Elizabeth Talbot, Pacific Press Publishing Association, © 2014. To 

purchase a paper copy go to the ABC or to Amazon.com. For an iBook, click here. For a Kindle 

version, click here. Or, for a Nook Book, click here.  

What We Believe: Prophecies of Revelation for Teens, Seth Pierce, Pacific Press Publishing 

Association, © 2013. To purchase a paper copy go to the ABC or to Amazon.com. For an iBook, 

click here. For a Kindle version, click here. Or, for a Nook Book, click here. 

Previous Messages in this Series (click on the title to download a PDF copy of it) 
• Jan. 9, 2021 – Present (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Jan. 23, 2021 – Alpha & Omega (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Jan. 30, 2021 – Available (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 6, 2021 – Snapshot (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 13, 2021 – Salvation (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 20, 2021 – History, Part  1 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Mar. 6, 2021 – History, Part  2 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Mar. 27, 2021 – Beginning, Part  1 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Revelation-Jesus-Christ-Commentary-Book/dp/1883925673/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Ranko+Stefanovic&qid=1613782556&s=books&sr=1-1
https://books.apple.com/us/book/revelation-of-jesus-christ/id879287949
https://www.amazon.com/Revelation-Jesus-Christ-Commentary-Book-ebook-dp-B00KBFMWPU/dp/B00KBFMWPU/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1613782556
https://adventistbookcenter.com/revelation-the-fifth-gospel.html
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-101-Revelation-Fifth-Gospel/dp/0816349991/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1613782650&sr=1-3
https://books.apple.com/us/book/jesus-101-revelation-the-fifth-gospel/id901457918
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-101-Revelation-Fifth-Gospel-ebook/dp/B00M0D2MK6/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=Revelation%2C+the+Fifth+Gospel&qid=1613782650&s=digital-text&sr=1-3
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/revelation-the-fifth-gospel-elizabeth-viera-talbot/1133768315?ean=2940149828166
https://adventistbookcenter.com/what-we-believe-prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens.html
https://www.amazon.com/Prophecies-Revelation-teens-What-Believe/dp/0816345201/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=What+We+Believe%3A+Prophecies+of+Revelation+for+Teens&qid=1613782744&s=books&sr=1-3
https://books.apple.com/us/book/prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens/id709574672
https://www.amazon.com/Prophecies-Revelation-Teens-Seth-Pierce-ebook/dp/B00F9FMCCA/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1613782744&sr=1-3
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens-seth-j-pierce/1116928899?ean=2940148446392
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/01-Revelation-Present-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GeIf-WwaUk
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/02-Revelation-AlphaOmega-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3Q8G5NqeIQ
https://goldenhillschurch.com/03-revelation-available-web/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=039Zov5Bnr4
https://goldenhillschurch.com/04a-revelation-snapshot-web/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9unMN02_9E&t=171s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=039Zov5Bnr4
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/05a-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/05a-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPLrkJHS3vs
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/05b-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/05b-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqGz9eZEKs
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/06a-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/06a-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMONKjf0FW8&t=95s
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Scripture References 
Psalm 103 (NLT): Let all that I am praise the LORD; with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. 

2 Let all that I am praise the LORD; may I never forget the good things he does for me. 3 He 

forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. 4 He redeems me from death and crowns me with 

love and tender mercies. 5 He fills my life with good things. My youth is renewed like the eagle’s! 

6 The LORD gives righteousness and justice to all who are treated unfairly. 

7 He revealed his character to Moses and his deeds to the people of Israel. 8 The LORD is 

compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 9 He will not 

constantly accuse us, nor remain angry forever. 10 He does not punish us for all our sins; he does 

not deal harshly with us, as we deserve. 11 For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is as 

great as the height of the heavens above the earth. 12 He has removed our sins as far from us as 

the east is from the west. 13 The LORD is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to 

those who fear him. 14 For he knows how weak we are; he remembers we are only dust. 15 Our 

days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die. 16 The wind blows, and we are 

gone – as though we had never been here. 17 But the love of the LORD remains forever with those 

who fear him. His salvation extends to the children’s children 18of those who are faithful to his 

covenant, of those who obey his commandments! 

19 The LORD has made the heavens his throne; from there he rules over everything. 

20 Praise the LORD, you angels, you mighty ones who carry out his plans, listening for each of his 

commands. 21 Yes, praise the LORD, you armies of angels who serve him and do his will! 22 Praise 

the LORD, everything he has created, everything in all his kingdom. 

Let all that I am praise the LORD. (Psalm 103, NLT) 

Isaiah 41:10, 13 (CEV): “Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Don’t tremble with fear. I am your God. I will 

make you strong, as I protect you with my arm and give you victories. 

“I am the LORD your God. I am holding your hand, so don’t be afraid. I am here to help 

you.” (Isaiah 41:10, 13, CEV)  

Isaiah 65:17-25 (NLT): “Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even think 

about the old ones anymore. 18 Be glad; rejoice forever in my creation! And look! I will create 

Jerusalem as a place of happiness. Her people will be a source of joy. 19 I will rejoice over 

Jerusalem and delight in my people. And the sound of weeping and crying will be heard in it no 

more. 

20 “No longer will babies die when only a few days old. No longer will adults die before they have 

lived a full life. No longer will people be considered old at one hundred! Only the cursed will die 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+103&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A10-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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that young! 21 In those days people will live in the houses they build and eat the fruit of their own 

vineyards. 22 Unlike the past, invaders will not take their houses and confiscate their vineyards. 

For my people will live as long as trees, and my chosen ones will have time to enjoy their hard-

won gains. 23 They will not work in vain, and their children will not be doomed to misfortune. For 

they are people blessed by the LORD, and their children, too, will be blessed. 

24 I will answer them before they even call to me. While they are still talking about their needs, I 

will go ahead and answer their prayers! 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together. The lion will 

eat hay like a cow. But the snakes will eat dust. In those days no one will be hurt or destroyed on 

my holy mountain. I, the LORD, have spoken!” (Isaiah 65:17-25, NLT) 

Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT): Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am 

humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, 

and the burden I give you is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30, NLT) 

John 14:9-11 (NLT): Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t 

know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to 

show him to you? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 

I speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11 Just believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have 

seen me do. (John 14:9-11, NLT) 

Romans 5:5-11 (NLT): And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God 

loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 

6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, 

most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps 

be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by 

sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in 

God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since 

our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we 

will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new 

relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.  

(Romans 5:5-11, NLT) 

Revelation 3:14-22 (CSB): “Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea: Thus says the Amen, the 

faithful and true witness, the originator of God’s creation: 15 I know your works, that you are 

neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and 

neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, ‘I’m rich; I have 

become wealthy and need nothing,’ and you don’t realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, 

blind, and naked. 18 I advise you to buy from me gold refined in the fire so that you may be 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+65%3A17-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A28-30&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A9-11&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A5-11&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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rich, white clothes so that you may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and 

ointment to spread on your eyes so that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and 

discipline. So be zealous and repent. 20 See! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

21 “To the one who conquers I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I also 

conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 

22 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

(Revelation 3:14-22, CSB) 

Revelation 21 – 22 (CSB): Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will 

live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their 

God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain 

will be no more, because the previous things have passed away. 

5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new.” He also said, 

“Write, because these words are faithful and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring 

of the water of life. 7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he 

will be my son. 8 But the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars – their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the 

second death.” 

The New Jerusalem 
9 Then one of the seven angels, who had held the seven bowls filled with the seven last 

plagues, came and spoke with me: “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 He 

then carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 arrayed with God’s glory. Her radiance was 

like a precious jewel, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 The city had a massive high wall, with 

twelve gates. Twelve angels were at the gates; the names of the twelve tribes of Israel’s sons 

were inscribed on the gates. 13 There were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, 

three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 14 The city wall had twelve foundations, 

and the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb were on the foundations. 

15 The one who spoke with me had a golden measuring rod to measure the city, its gates, and its 

wall. 16 The city is laid out in a square; its length and width are the same. He measured the city 

with the rod at 12,000 stadia. Its length, width, and height are equal. 17 Then he measured its 

wall, 144 cubits according to human measurement, which the angel used. 18 The building 
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material of its wall was jasper, and the city was pure gold clear as glass. 19 The foundations of 

the city wall were adorned with every kind of jewel: the first foundation is jasper, the second 

sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the 

seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, 

the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates are twelve pearls; each individual gate was made of a 

single pearl. The main street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 

22 I did not see a temple in it, because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God 

illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never close by day because it will never be night 

there. 26 They will bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. 27 Nothing unclean will ever 

enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those written in the Lamb’s 

book of life. 

The Source of Life 

22 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the city’s main street. The tree of life was on each side 

of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree 

are for healing the nations, 3 and there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name 

will be on their foreheads. 5 Night will be no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the 

light of the sun, because the Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

The Time Is Near 
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the 

prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 

7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I fell down to 

worship at the feet of the angel who had shown them to me. 9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! 

I am a fellow servant with you, your brothers the prophets, and those who keep the words of this 

book. Worship God!” 

10 Then he said to me, “Don’t seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is 

near. 11 Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy still be filthy; let the righteous 

go on in righteousness; let the holy still be holy.” 

12 “Look, I am coming soon, and my reward is with me to repay each person according to his 

work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 
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14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and 

may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the 

murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and 

descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

17 Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Let anyone who hears, say, “Come!” Let the one 

who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the water of life freely. 

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to them, 

God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book. 19 And if anyone takes away from 

the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the 

holy city, which are written about in this book. 

20 He who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with everyone. Amen. (Revelation 21 – 22, CSB) 
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