
                                              Part 3           
                        Seeing Jesus in Revelation 
                              (and Hearing His Voice) 

Beginning  
     
 

I remember one winter morning as a young child – I think  

I was 4 – wanting to go outside to play and my mom was  

doing something and said it would be soon – about five  

minutes until she could help me get ready. 

That, to me, seemed like an eternity so I said to her in a whiney, frustrated tone of voice, “that’s like a 

whole hour!” 

It worked, because she stopped what she was doing and helped me. 

Soon, can mean different things to different people at different times. 

Today’s passage, Revelation 22:6-21, talks about soon. What does soon mean to Jesus? 

Then he [the angel] said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the 

spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 

“Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I fell down to 

worship at the feet of the angel who had shown them to me.  

But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you, your brothers the prophets, 

and those who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” 

Then he said to me, “Don’t seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is 

near. Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy still be filthy; let the righteous 

go on in righteousness; let the holy still be holy.” 

“Look, I am coming soon, and my reward is with me to repay each person according to his work. I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A6-21&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and 

may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the 

murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and 

descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Let anyone who hears, say, “Come!” Let the one who 

is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the water of life freely. 

I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to them, 

God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book. And if anyone takes away from the 

words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the holy 

city, which are written about in this book. 

He who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with everyone. Amen. (Revelation 22:6-21, CSB) 

What’s Soon? 
The word soon shows up four times in this passage. 

First, the angel repeats what was said at the beginning of Revelation. The angel has been showing John  

what would soon be happing (vs. 6). And then affirms the time is near (vs. 10). 

Jesus promises three times to come soon. 

Those living in the first century seem to expect Jesus’ soon coming and they thought they were living in 

the last days. 

The Apostle Peter applied the prophecy of Joel 2 to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost when 

he said: 

“… What you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will 

pour out my Spirit upon all people …’” (Acts 2:16-17, NLT) 

The Apostle Paul, referring to things the Israelites experienced in the desert after leaving Egypt said: 

These things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us who live 

at the end of the age. (1 Corinthians 10:11, NLT) 

In his second letter to Timothy, the Apostle Paul infers Timothy will be experiencing the last days and 

gives these instructions to him: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A6-21&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel+2%3A28-32&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A14-24&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A9-11&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. For people 

will love only themselves and their money … 

But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. (2 Timothy 3:1-2, 14, NLT) 

The writer of Hebrews also refers to their time as the last or final days: 

Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. And 

now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. (Hebrews 1:1-2, NLT) 

The Apostle Peter wrote: 

The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your prayers.   

(1 Peter 4:7, NLT) 

They were clearly convinced the end of the world was right around the corner and Jesus’ coming was 

eminent. 

But, as time went on, and Jesus did not return as expected, Peter wrote this in his second letter 

apparently answering questions as to why it was taking so long. Remember this was written before the 

end of the first century. 

I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the truth and following 

their own desires. They will say, “What happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again? 

From before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained the same since the world was 

first created.” (2 Peter 3:3-4, NLT) 

He then reminds them of the flood with it’s destruction of the world. And as sure as the flood destroyed 

the earth, he continued, the day of judgement will come. He then adds this: 

But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, 

and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some 

people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but 

wants everyone to repent. But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief …  

(2 Peter 3:8-10, NLT) 

And then He points out what our response should be: 

Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you 

should live, looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along … And so, dear friends, while 

you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found living peaceful lives 

that are pure and blameless in his sight … And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time 

to be saved … (2 Peter 3:11-15, NLT) 

Now, imagine what would happen if God were to announce that the Second Coming would take place 

the year 3,000. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A1-17&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A1-4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A7-8&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A3-15&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A3-15&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A3-15&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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Many, none of us of course, but many would breath a sigh of relief and think they had most of their life 

to live however they wanted to. And then, as they approached the end of their life, they could make 

peace with God before they died.  

They would be tricked into thinking they could have the best of both worlds forgetting the world makes 

lots of promises, but doesn’t deliver the goods.  

Here’s the thing. Eternity is never more than a heart beat away. 

Jesus knows we’re best off living in constant expectation of His soon coming. Not because of the signs of 

the times – even though more than ever they seem to be pointing to the end of the earth – but because 

our lives here on earth are fragile. We’re not guaranteed another day or year of life. 

Soon for each of us is never more than our last heart beat away. Jesus will essentially come as far as you 

are concerned at your death, whenever that is. I don’t point this out to scare anyone, but to paint a 

realistic view of life here on earth. 

Jesus want’s us to live ready so no matter what may happen in the next few moments, days, weeks, or 

months, we can have the confidence of eternal life – not because we in any way deserved it, but 

because Jesus has offered it, and we have accepted it. Which really means, we have accepted Him as the 

Lord of our lives. 

Right Now! 
There’s another way to understand Jesus’ promise of coming soon. In fact we see it fulfilled every day 

multiple times. 

In Revelation 3, we read these words of Jesus: 

“I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to 

him and eat with him, and he with me.” (Revelation 3:20, CSB) 

At first glance, we may mistake this for just a quick visit. Jesus just wants to stop by and maybe spend 

Friday evening with us, maybe even stay over through Sabbath and then He’s on His way again. 

When you look at other times Jesus talks about entering into a relationship with us, it becomes obvious 

He’s not just talking about just having a meal together now and then. 

When He promised us rest by coming to Him in Matthew 11:28-30, He made it clear the rest comes by 

staying with Him – using the symbolism of two animals connected together in a yoke for long periods of 

time. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-3&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A28-30&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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When He spoke of a grape vine and branches to illustrate our relationship with Him in John 15, He used 

the terms abide or remain like a branch is connected to the vine – permanently drawing strength and 

nourishment from it. 

His disciples lived and worked with Him for three and a half years pretty much full time, and they were 

still learning and growing. 

When Jesus is knocking at the door of your heart, He’s looking for a invitation to move in with you. 

He wants to begin the journey to eternity right now in your life by giving you the one thing that makes 

eternity worthwhile – His presence. 

The Bible tells us very little about eternity. A few wonderful things about what will be missing (see 

Revelation 21:1-4). And the most important thing we will find there – God the Father and Jesus. 

And, through Jesus, we are offered this gift right now. Fellowship with God Who loves us beyond 

anything we can possibly imagine and wants nothing more than for us to love Him back. 

In this sense, Heaven can begin right now because God offers Himself to you and me. 

And really, that’s pretty soon! 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-17&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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Assignment  
Next Sabbath we will continue our series on the book of Revelation titled Finding Jesus in  

Revelation (and Hearing His Voice) with a message titled Thrones.  

We have looked at the beginning and the ending of Revelation – the easier parts to 

understand. We will now jump into some of the stuff in the middle, much of it a bit more 

confusing. Just as we have been doing, our focus will not be on unlocking all the mysteries, 

but on seeing Jesus.  

Next week we will focus on Revelation 4, along with a handful of other passages from the 

Old Testament helping to complete the picture – Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1; and Daniel 7:9-27. 

• This week spend some time with Revelation 4.  Read it through several times, maybe even in a 

couple different translations.   

• What do you find comforting in this passage?  

• Is there anything about this passage that makes you uncomfortable? Why do you think that is? 

• Read Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1. These prophets also saw God’s throne room and the creatures with 

the multiple faces. 

▪ In what ways were their experiences different from John’s? 

▪ In what ways were they similar?   

• What was the effect of God’s physical presence on the beings there in the throne room?  

• What were the reasons given for worshiping God by the beings in the throne room? Why is this 

important?   

• What is the most important message you see in this passage?  

• How will what you have learned affect the way you live your life? Why? 

 

  

https://goldenhillschurch.com/finding-jesus-in-revelation/
https://goldenhillschurch.com/finding-jesus-in-revelation/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A+1-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7%3A9-27&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A+1-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+1&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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Notes 
Text you find in this color is a link to more information. It may take you to the Bible verse in context 

and/or in several different translations utilizing BibleGateway.com. In some cases, it may take you to 

a website where there is additional information. And, it may take you to a PDF copy of previous 

sermons in this series. 

Resource Books 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, Commentary on the Book of Revelation, 2nd Edition, Ranko Stefanovic, 

Andrews University Press, © 2009. To purchase a paper copy go to Amazon.com. For an iBook, 

click here. For a Kindle version, click here.  

*Revelation, the Fifth Gospel, Elizabeth Talbot, Pacific Press Publishing Association, © 2014. To 

purchase a paper copy go to the ABC or to Amazon.com. For an iBook, click here. For a Kindle 

version, click here. Or, for a Nook Book, click here.  

What We Believe: Prophecies of Revelation for Teens, Seth Pierce, Pacific Press Publishing 

Association, © 2013. To purchase a paper copy go to the ABC or to Amazon.com. For an iBook, 

click here. For a Kindle version, click here. Or, for a Nook Book, click here. 

Previous Messages in this Series (click on the title to download a PDF copy of it) 
• Jan. 9, 2021 – Present (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Jan. 23, 2021 – Alpha & Omega (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Jan. 30, 2021 – Available (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 6, 2021 – Snapshot (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 13, 2021 – Salvation (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 20, 2021 – History, Part  1 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Mar. 6, 2021 – History, Part  2 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Mar. 27, 2021 – Beginning, Part  1 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Apr. 17, 2021 – Beginning, Part  2 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Revelation-Jesus-Christ-Commentary-Book/dp/1883925673/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Ranko+Stefanovic&qid=1613782556&s=books&sr=1-1
https://books.apple.com/us/book/revelation-of-jesus-christ/id879287949
https://www.amazon.com/Revelation-Jesus-Christ-Commentary-Book-ebook-dp-B00KBFMWPU/dp/B00KBFMWPU/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1613782556
https://adventistbookcenter.com/revelation-the-fifth-gospel.html
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-101-Revelation-Fifth-Gospel/dp/0816349991/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1613782650&sr=1-3
https://books.apple.com/us/book/jesus-101-revelation-the-fifth-gospel/id901457918
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-101-Revelation-Fifth-Gospel-ebook/dp/B00M0D2MK6/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=Revelation%2C+the+Fifth+Gospel&qid=1613782650&s=digital-text&sr=1-3
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/revelation-the-fifth-gospel-elizabeth-viera-talbot/1133768315?ean=2940149828166
https://adventistbookcenter.com/what-we-believe-prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens.html
https://www.amazon.com/Prophecies-Revelation-teens-What-Believe/dp/0816345201/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=What+We+Believe%3A+Prophecies+of+Revelation+for+Teens&qid=1613782744&s=books&sr=1-3
https://books.apple.com/us/book/prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens/id709574672
https://www.amazon.com/Prophecies-Revelation-Teens-Seth-Pierce-ebook/dp/B00F9FMCCA/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1613782744&sr=1-3
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens-seth-j-pierce/1116928899?ean=2940148446392
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/01-Revelation-Present-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GeIf-WwaUk
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/02-Revelation-AlphaOmega-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3Q8G5NqeIQ
https://goldenhillschurch.com/03-revelation-available-web/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=039Zov5Bnr4
https://goldenhillschurch.com/04a-revelation-snapshot-web/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9unMN02_9E&t=171s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=039Zov5Bnr4
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/05a-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/05a-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPLrkJHS3vs
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/05b-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/05b-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqGz9eZEKs
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/06a-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/06a-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMONKjf0FW8&t=95s
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/06b-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/06b-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLvxCOSuAzI
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Scripture References 
Psalm 103 (NLT): Let all that I am praise the LORD; with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. 

2 Let all that I am praise the LORD; may I never forget the good things he does for me. 3 He 

forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. 4 He redeems me from death and crowns me with 

love and tender mercies. 5 He fills my life with good things. My youth is renewed like the eagle’s! 

6 The LORD gives righteousness and justice to all who are treated unfairly. 

7 He revealed his character to Moses and his deeds to the people of Israel. 8 The LORD is 

compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 9 He will not 

constantly accuse us, nor remain angry forever. 10 He does not punish us for all our sins; he does 

not deal harshly with us, as we deserve. 11 For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is as 

great as the height of the heavens above the earth. 12 He has removed our sins as far from us as 

the east is from the west. 13 The LORD is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to 

those who fear him. 14 For he knows how weak we are; he remembers we are only dust. 15 Our 

days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die. 16 The wind blows, and we are 

gone – as though we had never been here. 17 But the love of the LORD remains forever with those 

who fear him. His salvation extends to the children’s children 18of those who are faithful to his 

covenant, of those who obey his commandments! 

19 The LORD has made the heavens his throne; from there he rules over everything. 

20 Praise the LORD, you angels, you mighty ones who carry out his plans, listening for each of his 

commands. 21 Yes, praise the LORD, you armies of angels who serve him and do his will! 22 Praise 

the LORD, everything he has created, everything in all his kingdom. 

Let all that I am praise the LORD. (Psalm 103, NLT) 

Isaiah 65:17-25 (NLT): “Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even think 

about the old ones anymore. 18 Be glad; rejoice forever in my creation! And look! I will create 

Jerusalem as a place of happiness. Her people will be a source of joy. 19 I will rejoice over 

Jerusalem and delight in my people. And the sound of weeping and crying will be heard in it no 

more. 

20 “No longer will babies die when only a few days old. No longer will adults die before they have 

lived a full life. No longer will people be considered old at one hundred! Only the cursed will die 

that young! 21 In those days people will live in the houses they build and eat the fruit of their own 

vineyards. 22 Unlike the past, invaders will not take their houses and confiscate their vineyards. 

For my people will live as long as trees, and my chosen ones will have time to enjoy their hard-

won gains. 23 They will not work in vain, and their children will not be doomed to misfortune. For 

they are people blessed by the LORD, and their children, too, will be blessed. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+103&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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24 I will answer them before they even call to me. While they are still talking about their needs, I 

will go ahead and answer their prayers! 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together. The lion will 

eat hay like a cow. But the snakes will eat dust. In those days no one will be hurt or destroyed on 

my holy mountain. I, the LORD, have spoken!” (Isaiah 65:17-25, NLT) 

Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT): Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am 

humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, 

and the burden I give you is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30, NLT) 

John 14:9-11 (NLT): Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t 

know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to 

show him to you? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 

I speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11 Just believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have 

seen me do. (John 14:9-11, NLT) 

Acts 2:14-24 (NLT): Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the 

crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake 

about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the 

morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet 

Joel: 

17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and 

daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream 

dreams. 18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants – men and women alike 

– and they will prophesy. 19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the 

earth below – blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will become dark, and the moon 

will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the LORD arrives. 21 But everyone 

who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.’ (Joel 2:28-32) 

22 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, 

wonders, and signs through him, as you well know. 23 But God knew what would happen, and his 

prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, 

you nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24 But God released him from the horrors of death and 

raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip. (Acts 2:14-24, NLT) 

1 Corinthians 10:9-11 (NLT): Nor should we put Christ to the test, as some of them did and then died 

from snakebites. 10 And don’t grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the 

angel of death. 11 These things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to 

warn us who live at the end of the age. (1 Corinthians 10:9-11, NLT) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+65%3A17-25&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A28-30&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A9-11&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel+2%3A28-32&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A14-24&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A9-11&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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2 Timothy 3:1-17 (NLT): You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult 

times. 2 For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, 

scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing 

sacred. 3 They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. 

They will be cruel and hate what is good. 4 They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up 

with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 5 They will act religious, but they will reject the 

power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that! 

6 They are the kind who work their way into people’s homes and win the confidence of vulnerable 

women who are burdened with the guilt of sin and controlled by various desires. 7 (Such women 

are forever following new teachings, but they are never able to understand the truth.) 8 These 

teachers oppose the truth just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses. They have depraved 

minds and a counterfeit faith. 9 But they won’t get away with this for long. Someday everyone 

will recognize what fools they are, just as with Jannes and Jambres. 

10 But you, Timothy, certainly know what I teach, and how I live, and what my purpose in life is. 

You know my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance. 11 You know how much persecution 

and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and 

Lystra – but the Lord rescued me from all of it. 12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life 

in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will 

deceive others and will themselves be deceived. 

14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are true, for 

you know you can trust those who taught you. 15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from 

childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in 

Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make 

us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what 

is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.  

(2 Timothy 3:1-17, NLT) 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (NLT): Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through 

the prophets. 2 And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised 

everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. 3 The Son 

radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by 

the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the 

place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven. 4 This shows that the Son is far 

greater than the angels, just as the name God gave him is greater than their names.  

(Hebrews 1:1-4, NLT) 

Hebrews 9:24-26 (NLT): For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with human hands, which was 

only a copy of the true one in heaven. He entered into heaven itself to appear now before God on 

our behalf. 25 And he did not enter heaven to offer himself again and again, like the high priest 
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here on earth who enters the Most Holy Place year after year with the blood of an animal. 26 If 

that had been necessary, Christ would have had to die again and again, ever since the world 

began. But now, once for all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by his 

own death as a sacrifice. (Hebrews 9:24-26, NLT) 

1 Peter 1:17-21 (NLT): And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He 

will judge or reward you according to what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him 

during your time here as “temporary residents.” 18 For you know that God paid a ransom to save 

you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or 

silver, which lose their value. 19 It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of 

God. 20 God chose him as your ransom long before the world began, but now in these last days he 

has been revealed for your sake. 

21 Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And you have placed your faith and hope in God 

because he raised Christ from the dead and gave him great glory. (1 Peter 1:17-21, NLT) 

1 Peter 4:7-8 (NLT): The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your 

prayers. 8 Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a 

multitude of sins. (1 Peter 4:7-8, NLT) 

2 Peter 3:3-15 (NLT): Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, 

mocking the truth and following their own desires. 4 They will say, “What happened to the 

promise that Jesus is coming again? From before the times of our ancestors, everything has 

remained the same since the world was first created.” 

5 They deliberately forget that God made the heavens long ago by the word of his command, and 

he brought the earth out from the water and surrounded it with water. 6 Then he used the water 

to destroy the ancient world with a mighty flood. 7 And by the same word, the present heavens 

and earth have been stored up for fire. They are being kept for the day of judgment, when 

ungodly people will be destroyed. 

8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, 

and a thousand years is like a day. 9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some 

people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but 

wants everyone to repent. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then 

the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will 

disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment. 

11 Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you 

should live, 12 looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set 

the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But we are looking forward 

to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness. 
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14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be 

found living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his sight. 

15 And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved … (2 Peter 3:3-15, NLT) 

Revelation 1 – 3 (CSB): The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave him to show his servants what 

must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testified 

to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, whatever he saw. 3 Blessed is the one 

who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear the words of this 

prophecy and keep what is written in it, because the time is near. 

4 John: To the seven churches in Asia. Grace and peace to you from the one who is, who was, and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has set us free from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father – to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, (Daniel 7:13) and every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn over him. (Zechariah 12:10) So it is to be. 

Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one who is, who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” 

John’s Vision of the Risen Lord 
9 I, John, your brother and partner in the affliction, kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus, 

was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was 

in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard a loud voice behind me like a trumpet  11  saying, 

“Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 

Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 

12 Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me. When I turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was one like the Son of Man, dressed in a robe and 

with a golden sash wrapped around his chest. 14 The hair of his head was white as wool – white 

as snow – and his eyes like a fiery flame. 15 His feet were like fine bronze as it is fired in a 

furnace, and his voice like the sound of cascading waters. 16 He had seven stars in his right hand; 

a sharp double-edged sword came from his mouth, and his face was shining like the sun at full 

strength. 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man. He laid his right hand on me and said, “Don’t 

be afraid. I am the First and the Last, 18 and the Living One. I was dead, but look – I am alive 

forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades. 19 Therefore write what you have 

seen, what is, and what will take place after this. 20 The mystery of the seven stars you saw in my 
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right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the 

seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

The Letter to Ephesus 

2 “Write to the angel of the church in Ephesus: Thus says the one who holds the seven stars in 

his right hand and who walks among the seven golden lampstands: 2 I know your works, your 

labor, and your endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil people. You have tested those who 

call themselves apostles and are not, and you have found them to be liars. 3 I know that you have 

persevered and endured hardships for the sake of my name, and you have not grown 

weary. 4 But I have this against you: You have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember 

then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to 

you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet you do have this: You 

hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 

conquers, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

The Letter to Smyrna 
8 “Write to the angel of the church in Smyrna: Thus says the First and the Last, the one who was 

dead and came to life: 9 I know your affliction and poverty, but you are rich. I know the slander of 

those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Don’t be afraid of 

what you are about to suffer. Look, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison to test 

you, and you will experience affliction for ten days. Be faithful to the point of death, and I will 

give you the crown of life. 

11 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who 

conquers will never be harmed by the second death. 

The Letter to Pergamum 
12 “Write to the angel of the church in Pergamum: Thus says the one who has the sharp, double-

edged sword: 13 I know where you live – where Satan’s throne is. Yet you are holding on to my 

name and did not deny your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness who was 

put to death among you, where Satan lives. 14 But I have a few things against you. You have 

some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a stumbling block in 

front of the Israelites: to eat meat sacrificed to idols and to commit sexual immorality. 15 In the 

same way, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 So repent! 

Otherwise, I will come to you quickly and fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

17 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 

conquers, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone, and on the 

stone a new name is inscribed that no one knows except the one who receives it. 
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The Letter to Thyatira 
18 “Write to the angel of the church in Thyatira: Thus says the Son of God, the one whose eyes are 

like a fiery flame and whose feet are like fine bronze: 19 I know your works – your love, 

faithfulness, service, and endurance. I know that your last works are greater than the first. 20 But 

I have this against you: You tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and 

teaches and deceives my servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat meat sacrificed to 

idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality. 
22 Look, I will throw her into a sickbed and those who commit adultery with her into great 

affliction. Unless they repent of her works, 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches 

will know that I am the one who examines minds and hearts, and I will give to each of you 

according to your works. 24 I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who 

haven’t known “the so-called secrets of Satan” – as they say – I am not putting any other burden 

on you. 25 Only hold on to what you have until I come. 26 The one who conquers and who keeps 

my works to the end: I will give him authority over the nations – 27 and he will rule them with an 

iron scepter; he will shatter them like pottery (Psalm 2:9) – 28 just as I have received this from my 

Father. I will also give him the morning star. 

29 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The Letter to Sardis 

3 “Write to the angel of the church in Sardis: Thus says the one who has the seven spirits of 

God and the seven stars: I know your works; you have a reputation for being alive, but you are 

dead. 2 Be alert and strengthen what remains, which is about to die, for I have not found your 

works complete before my God. 3 Remember, then, what you have received and heard; keep it, 

and repent. If you are not alert, I will come like a thief, and you have no idea at what hour I will 

come upon you. 4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have not defiled their clothes, and 

they will walk with me in white, because they are worthy. 

5 “In the same way, the one who conquers will be dressed in white clothes, and I will never erase 

his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his name before my Father and before his 

angels. 

6 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The Letter to Philadelphia 
7 “Write to the angel of the church in Philadelphia: Thus says the Holy One, the true one, the one 

who has the key of David, who opens and no one will close, and who closes and no one opens:  8 I 

know your works. Look, I have placed before you an open door that no one can close because 

you have but little power; yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9 Note this: 

I will make those from the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews and are not, but are lying – 

I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and they will know that I have loved 
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you. 10 Because you have kept my command to endure, I will also keep you from the hour of 

testing that is going to come on the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 11 I am 

coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one takes your crown. 

12 “The one who conquers I will make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will never go out 

again. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God – the new 

Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God – and my new name. 

13 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The Letter to Laodicea 
14 “Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea: Thus says the Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the originator of God’s creation: 15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am 

going to vomit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, ‘I’m rich; I have become wealthy and need 

nothing,’ and you don’t realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I advise 

you to buy from me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, white clothes so that you 

may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and ointment to spread on your 

eyes so that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be zealous and 

repent. 20 See! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

21 “To the one who conquers I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I also 

conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 

22 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

(Revelation 1 - 3, CSB) 

Revelation 21 – 22 (CSB): Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will 

live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their 

God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain 

will be no more, because the previous things have passed away. 

5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new.” He also said, 

“Write, because these words are faithful and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring 

of the water of life. 7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he 

will be my son. 8 But the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
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idolaters, and all liars – their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the 

second death.” 

The New Jerusalem 
9 Then one of the seven angels, who had held the seven bowls filled with the seven last 

plagues, came and spoke with me: “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 He 

then carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 arrayed with God’s glory. Her radiance was 

like a precious jewel, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 The city had a massive high wall, with 

twelve gates. Twelve angels were at the gates; the names of the twelve tribes of Israel’s sons 

were inscribed on the gates. 13 There were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, 

three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 14 The city wall had twelve foundations, 

and the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb were on the foundations. 

15 The one who spoke with me had a golden measuring rod to measure the city, its gates, and its 

wall. 16 The city is laid out in a square; its length and width are the same. He measured the city 

with the rod at 12,000 stadia. Its length, width, and height are equal. 17 Then he measured its 

wall, 144 cubits according to human measurement, which the angel used. 18 The building 

material of its wall was jasper, and the city was pure gold clear as glass. 19 The foundations of 

the city wall were adorned with every kind of jewel: the first foundation is jasper, the second 

sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the 

seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, 

the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates are twelve pearls; each individual gate was made of a 

single pearl. The main street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 

22 I did not see a temple in it, because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God 

illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never close by day because it will never be night 

there. 26 They will bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. 27 Nothing unclean will ever 

enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those written in the Lamb’s 

book of life. 

The Source of Life 

22 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the city’s main street. The tree of life was on each side 

of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree 

are for healing the nations, 3 and there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name 



17 Beginning, Part  3 – Seeing Jesus in Revelation (and Hearing His Voice) 

 

will be on their foreheads. 5 Night will be no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the 

light of the sun, because the Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

The Time Is Near 
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the 

prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 

7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I fell down to 

worship at the feet of the angel who had shown them to me.  

9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you, your brothers the prophets, 

and those who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” 

10 Then he said to me, “Don’t seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is 

near. 11 Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy still be filthy; let the righteous 

go on in righteousness; let the holy still be holy.” 

12 “Look, I am coming soon, and my reward is with me to repay each person according to his 

work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and 

may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the 

murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and 

descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

17 Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Let anyone who hears, say, “Come!” Let the one 

who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the water of life freely. 

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to them, 

God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book. 19 And if anyone takes away from 

the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the 

holy city, which are written about in this book. 

20 He who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with everyone. Amen. (Revelation 21 – 22, CSB) 
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