
                       Seeing Jesus in Revelation 
                             (and Hearing His Voice) 

Thrones  
     
We’re going to start today’s discussion of Revelation  

4 in 1 Corinthians 13.  

This is known as the Love Chapter. It gives one of the  

most beautiful descriptions of true love you can find.  

And, in doing so, describes both God’s character and  

what He would like our lives to look like. 

But, it also makes a couple of important points  

about prophecy we often miss. 

First, a point we often notice, but too often ignore: 

If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all 

knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be 

nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:2, NLT) 

Living a life of love for others matters much more than understanding the details of prophecy. Loving 

like Jesus is the most important expression of Christianity. Jesus said: 

“… I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should 

love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”  
(John 13:34-35, NLT) 

How well you understand prophecy is not necessarily an indication of your spiritual condition. What 

shows your true spiritual condition is how you love others. And Jesus makes it clear that His followers 

will be characterized by unselfish, loving acts of kindness towards others – including those who 

persecute and mistreat them.  

And then, we read this: 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; 

as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part, but when 

the perfect comes, the partial will come to an end. (1 Corinthians 13:8-10, CSB) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A33-35&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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Notice the phrase: For we know in part, and we prophesy in part … 

This is telling us our knowledge and understanding of prophecy on this side of eternity is only partial, not 

complete. The New Living Translation gives us a clearer picture of what Paul is trying to tell us.  

Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of 

the whole picture! (1 Corinthians 13:9, NLT) 

We need to hold our interpretations of prophecy a bit loosely.  

Some things are pretty clear:  

• Sin will end.  

• Judgement will come.  

• This world will be cleansed and recreated.  

• There will be an eternity where those who are saved will live with God forever. 

However, the details of how we get from here to there are not as clear as some people would have you 

believe. And the truth is, that’s okay. Your salvation is not based on your understanding of prophecy. 

Your salvation is based on what Jesus did on the cross. It is powered by His resurrection through the 

Holy Spirit taking control of your life. And, it’s expressed in your life by the love of Jesus flowing out in 

acts of love to others. 

So, why is prophecy important? 

First, looking back on fulfilled prophecy gives us confidence that God is who He claims to be – Someone 

Who does know the end from the beginning and controls the long-term flow of events in this earth’s 

history.  

In John 13, Jesus repeated something He said on more than one occasion: 

“I tell you this beforehand, so that when it happens you will believe that I AM the Messiah”  
(John 13:19, NLT) 

Even though the disciples had no idea what Jesus was talking about, He told them anyway. And then 

when it did happen, they would remember what He said, and it would strengthen their faith in Him.  

When we explore prophecy that has already been fulfilled, this gives us courage to believe what hasn’t 

yet been fulfilled will come to pass. 

And, it’s important for us to become familiar with the prophetic writings because the more familiar we 

are with them, the more we will recognize it as they unfold in real time. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Living-Translation-NLT-Bible/#vinfo
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A18-20&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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Second, it does give us hints as to what’s coming. This will help us better understand where we are in 

earth’s history. It will also help us better understand and recognize the work of the enemy, who 

constantly is trying to deceive people into thinking God’s truth is false.  

So, with this background, we will now launch into the middle part of Revelation, where the images can 

get confusing. The one thing we will constantly be looking for through all of this is what we can learn 

about Jesus. 

Revelation 4 

Today we will be transported into the Central Command Room of the Universe – God’s Throne Room! 

We also find glimpses of this in three Old Testament passages (Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1, and Daniel 7:1-27). 

But, here in Revelation, we find the most complete picture.  

After this I looked, and there in heaven was an open door. The first voice that I had heard 

speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place 

after this.” 

Immediately I was in the Spirit, and there was a throne in heaven and someone was seated on 

it. The one seated there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian stone. A rainbow that had 

the appearance of an emerald surrounded the throne. 

Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones sat twenty-four elders dressed 

in white clothes, with golden crowns on their heads. 

Flashes of lightning and rumblings and peals of thunder came from the throne. Seven fiery 

torches were burning before the throne, which are the seven spirits of God. Something like a sea 

of glass, similar to crystal, was also before the throne. 

Four living creatures covered with eyes in front and in back were around the throne on each 

side. The first living creature was like a lion; the second living creature was like an ox; the third 

living creature had a face like a man; and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. Each 

of the four living creatures had six wings; they were covered with eyes around and inside. Day 

and night they never stop, saying, 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, the Almighty, who was, who is, and who is to come. 

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the one seated on the throne, the 

one who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before the one seated on the 

throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne 

and say, 

Our Lord and God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power, because you 

have created all things, and by your will they exist and were created.  

(Revelation 4:1-11, CSB) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A+1-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%201&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7%3A1-27&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE


4 Thrones – Seeing Jesus in Revelation (and Hearing His Voice) 

 

Where to start?  

There is so much we could say about this chapter! 

We could talk about the connection between the open door here in verse one and the open door John 

saw in Revelation 3:8 in the message to the Church in Philadelphia. We might be able to make some 

connections to the historical timeframe represented by that church. But, that’s not where I want to 

spend our time today. 

We could talk about the beauty we see here. The dazzling gems, the rainbow of light, the lightning, the 

flames, and the sea of glass. But, I think there are more important issues. 

We could talk about the other beings there in the Throne Rome. We could speculate about the 

symbolism of all the eyes, the different faces, all the wings, and their songs. We could talk about their 

incredible reverence, respect, and love for God. But, as important as this is, this is not where I want to 

focus today. 

We could compare the reactions of Isaiah and Ezekiel with the 24 Elders to see what happens when 

humans are exposed to God’s powerful presence. We could note sinful humans can not stand in God’s 

presence without special grace and strength from Him. But, there are other things even more important. 

We could speculate as to the purpose of this gathering here in God’s Throne Room. A good guess, based 

on the Old Testament passages describing a similar scene is judgement. We could talk about who is 

being judged and for what. But, this passage doesn’t really answer those questions. Those answers 

come later in the vision. So to talk much about it now would raise more questions than answers. 

Or, while God Himself is not given much of a physical description, we could focus on how He is 

portrayed – His position as the One who rules the universe, the One who holds ultimate power and 

authority. The One the angels worship by noting He is the One 

“…  who was, who is, and who is to come.” (Revelation 4:8, CSB) 

The One the 24 elders fell collapsed to the floor in front of, gave Him their crowns, and said they 

worshiped Him 

“… because you have created all things, and by your will they exist and were created.” 

(Revelation 4:11, CSB) 

We can talk about the God Who is behind everything in this Universe. He not only designed it, He 

created it and sustains it. His power blazes in the energy of a hundred billion suns throughout an ever 

expanding Universe that we can barely fathom. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+3%3A7-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A+1-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%201&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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God’s Love is Intimate 
So, what should we take away from this passage today? 

Isaiah, one of the prophets who experienced what John did by entering God’s Throne Room in vision, 

also knew the power and majesty of God. He understood God’s holiness (see Isaiah 6). 

He recorded a passage where God described Himself in terms of what was demonstrated in Revelation 4 

and Isaiah 6. It was part of an appeal to the people of Israel to turn away from their idols and return to 

Him (see Isaiah 40:28-31). 

And then, a few verses later, God made a powerful statement. And this is what I want you to remember. 

This is what I want you to take away from this message today! 

God Himself, the One who was, who is and who is to come, the Creator and Sustainer, not just of this 

world, but of the entire Universe, said: 

“I am the LORD your God. I am holding your hand, so don’t be afraid. I am here to help you.” 

(Isaiah 41:13, CEV) 

As powerful and holy as God is, He wants to touch you on a personal and intimate level – He wants to 

walk with you and hold your hand! 

Out of the billions of people alive on this planet, He not only knows you exist, He wants to be close 

enough to walk with you and hold your hand!  

You are not forgotten! 

You are never out of His heart and mind! 

“I am the LORD your God. I am holding your hand, so don’t be afraid. I am here to help you.” 

(Isaiah 41:13, CEV) 

Don’t ever forget this! 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A+1-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A+1-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A28-31&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A10-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A10-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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Assignment  
Next Sabbath, Ron Carlson, our Conference President, will be our speaker. 

We will be taking a break from our series Finding Jesus in Revelation (and Hearing His 

Voice) and will pick it up again on June 19.  

In the meantime, our assignments will vary according to what will be presented at church 

the following Sabbath. 

This week, we do not know what the sermon topic will be for next week yet, so it will 

specifically be devotional in nature and may or may not be discussed at church next 

Sabbath. 

• This week spend some time with Romans 8.  Read it through several times, maybe even in a 

couple different translations.   

• What do you find comforting in this passage?  

• Is there anything about this passage that makes you uncomfortable? Why do you think that is? 

• Identify the promises in this passage. For each one: 

▪ What does God promise you? 

▪ Is there a condition you must meet to receive the promise? If yes, what is it?   

• What does this passage tell you about God’s character?  

• What does this passage reveal regarding God’s will for you?   

• What is the most important message you see in this passage?  

• How will this affect the way you live your life? Why? 

 

  

https://goldenhillschurch.com/finding-jesus-in-revelation/
https://goldenhillschurch.com/finding-jesus-in-revelation/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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Notes 
Text you find in this color is a link to more information. It may take you to the Bible verse in context 

and/or in several different translations utilizing BibleGateway.com. In some cases, it may take you to 

a website where there is additional information. And, it may take you to a PDF copy of previous 

sermons in this series. 

Resource Books 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, Commentary on the Book of Revelation, 2nd Edition, Ranko Stefanovic, 

Andrews University Press, © 2009. To purchase a paper copy go to Amazon.com. For an iBook, 

click here. For a Kindle version, click here.  

Revelation, the Fifth Gospel, Elizabeth Talbot, Pacific Press Publishing Association, © 2014. To 

purchase a paper copy go to the ABC or to Amazon.com. For an iBook, click here. For a Kindle 

version, click here. Or, for a Nook Book, click here.  

What We Believe: Prophecies of Revelation for Teens, Seth Pierce, Pacific Press Publishing 

Association, © 2013. To purchase a paper copy go to the ABC or to Amazon.com. For an iBook, 

click here. For a Kindle version, click here. Or, for a Nook Book, click here. 

Previous Messages in this Series (click on the title to download a PDF copy of it) 

• Jan. 9, 2021 – Present (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Jan. 23, 2021 – Alpha & Omega (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Jan. 30, 2021 – Available (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 6, 2021 – Snapshot (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 13, 2021 – Salvation (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Feb. 20, 2021 – History, Part  1 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Mar. 6, 2021 – History, Part  2 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Mar. 27, 2021 – Beginning, Part  1 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Revelation-Jesus-Christ-Commentary-Book/dp/1883925673/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Ranko+Stefanovic&qid=1613782556&s=books&sr=1-1
https://books.apple.com/us/book/revelation-of-jesus-christ/id879287949
https://www.amazon.com/Revelation-Jesus-Christ-Commentary-Book-ebook-dp-B00KBFMWPU/dp/B00KBFMWPU/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1613782556
https://adventistbookcenter.com/revelation-the-fifth-gospel.html
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-101-Revelation-Fifth-Gospel/dp/0816349991/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1613782650&sr=1-3
https://books.apple.com/us/book/jesus-101-revelation-the-fifth-gospel/id901457918
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-101-Revelation-Fifth-Gospel-ebook/dp/B00M0D2MK6/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=Revelation%2C+the+Fifth+Gospel&qid=1613782650&s=digital-text&sr=1-3
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/revelation-the-fifth-gospel-elizabeth-viera-talbot/1133768315?ean=2940149828166
https://adventistbookcenter.com/what-we-believe-prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens.html
https://www.amazon.com/Prophecies-Revelation-teens-What-Believe/dp/0816345201/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=What+We+Believe%3A+Prophecies+of+Revelation+for+Teens&qid=1613782744&s=books&sr=1-3
https://books.apple.com/us/book/prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens/id709574672
https://www.amazon.com/Prophecies-Revelation-Teens-Seth-Pierce-ebook/dp/B00F9FMCCA/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1613782744&sr=1-3
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/prophecies-of-revelation-for-teens-seth-j-pierce/1116928899?ean=2940148446392
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/01-Revelation-Present-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GeIf-WwaUk
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/02-Revelation-AlphaOmega-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3Q8G5NqeIQ
https://goldenhillschurch.com/03-revelation-available-web/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=039Zov5Bnr4
https://goldenhillschurch.com/04a-revelation-snapshot-web/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9unMN02_9E&t=171s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=039Zov5Bnr4
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/05a-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/05a-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPLrkJHS3vs
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/05b-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/05b-Revelation-History-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqGz9eZEKs
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/06a-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/06a-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMONKjf0FW8&t=95s
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• Apr. 17, 2021 – Beginning, Part  2 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

• Apr. 24, 2021 – Beginning, Part  3 (click here to watch it on YouTube) 

Scripture References 
Isaiah 6:1-13 (NLT): It was in the year King Uzziah died that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty 

throne, and the train of his robe filled the Temple. 2 Attending him were mighty seraphim, each 

having six wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and 

with two they flew. 3 They were calling out to each other, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Heaven’s Armies! The whole earth is filled with his glory!” 

4 Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke. 

5 Then I said, “It’s all over! I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live among 

a people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from the altar with a 

pair of tongs. 7 He touched my lips with it and said, “See, this coal has touched your lips. Now 

your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven.” 

8 Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go 

for us?” 

I said, “Here I am. Send me.” 

9 And he said, “Yes, go, and say to this people, 

‘Listen carefully, but do not understand. Watch closely, but learn nothing.’ 10 Harden the 

hearts of these people. Plug their ears and shut their eyes. That way, they will not see 

with their eyes, nor hear with their ears, nor understand with their hearts and turn to me 

for healing.” 

11 Then I said, “Lord, how long will this go on?” 

And he replied, 

“Until their towns are empty, their houses are deserted, and the whole country is a 

wasteland; 12 until the LORD has sent everyone away, and the entire land of Israel lies 

deserted. 13 If even a tenth a – remnant – survive, it will be invaded again and burned. 

But as a terebinth or oak tree leaves a stump when it is cut down, so Israel’s stump will 

be a holy seed.” (Isaiah 6:1-13, NLT) 

https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/06b-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/06b-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLvxCOSuAzI
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/06c-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://goldenhillschurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/06c-Revelation-Beginning-Web.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dq6CAKg_mWU
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A+1-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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Isaiah 40:28-31 (CSB): Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the 

Creator of the whole earth. He never becomes faint or weary; there is no limit to his 

understanding. 29 He gives strength to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 30 Youths may 

become faint and weary, and young men stumble and fall, 31 but those who trust in the Lord will 

renew their strength; they will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not become weary, 

they will walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:28-31, CSB) 

Isaiah 41:10-13 (CEV): “Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Don’t tremble with fear. I am your God I will 

make you strong, as I protect you with my arm and give you victories. 11 Everyone who hates you 

will be terribly disgraced; those who attack will vanish into thin air. 12 You will look around for 

those brutal enemies, but you won’t find them because they will be gone. 

13 “I am the LORD your God. I am holding your hand, so don’t be afraid. I am here to help you.” 

(Isaiah 41:10-13, CEV) 

Ezekiel 1:1-28 (NLT): On July 31 of my thirtieth year, while I was with the Judean exiles beside the 

Kebar River in Babylon, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 2 This happened 

during the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity. 3 (The LORD gave this message to Ezekiel son of 

Buzi, a priest, beside the Kebar River in the land of the Babylonians, and he felt the hand of 

the LORD take hold of him.) 

4 As I looked, I saw a great storm coming from the north, driving before it a huge cloud that 

flashed with lightning and shone with brilliant light. There was fire inside the cloud, and in the 

middle of the fire glowed something like gleaming amber. 5 From the center of the cloud came 

four living beings that looked human, 6 except that each had four faces and four wings. 7 Their 

legs were straight, and their feet had hooves like those of a calf and shone like burnished 

bronze. 8 Under each of their four wings I could see human hands. So each of the four beings had 

four faces and four wings. 9 The wings of each living being touched the wings of the beings beside 

it. Each one moved straight forward in any direction without turning around. 

10 Each had a human face in the front, the face of a lion on the right side, the face of an ox on the 

left side, and the face of an eagle at the back. 11 Each had two pairs of outstretched wings – one 

pair stretched out to touch the wings of the living beings on either side of it, and the other pair 

covered its body. 12 They went in whatever direction the spirit chose, and they moved straight 

forward in any direction without turning around. 

13 The living beings looked like bright coals of fire or brilliant torches, and lightning seemed to 

flash back and forth among them. 14 And the living beings darted to and fro like flashes of 

lightning. 

15 As I looked at these beings, I saw four wheels touching the ground beside them, one wheel 

belonging to each. 16 The wheels sparkled as if made of beryl. All four wheels looked alike and 

were made the same; each wheel had a second wheel turning crosswise within it. 17 The beings 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A28-31&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A10-13&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;CEV
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could move in any of the four directions they faced, without turning as they moved. 18 The rims of 

the four wheels were tall and frightening, and they were covered with eyes all around. 

19 When the living beings moved, the wheels moved with them. When they flew upward, the 

wheels went up, too. 20 The spirit of the living beings was in the wheels. So wherever the spirit 

went, the wheels and the living beings also went. 21 When the beings moved, the wheels moved. 

When the beings stopped, the wheels stopped. When the beings flew upward, the wheels rose 

up, for the spirit of the living beings was in the wheels. 

22 Spread out above them was a surface like the sky, glittering like crystal. 23 Beneath this surface 

the wings of each living being stretched out to touch the others’ wings, and each had two wings 

covering its body. 24 As they flew, their wings sounded to me like waves crashing against the 

shore or like the voice of the Almighty or like the shouting of a mighty army. When they stopped, 

they let down their wings. 25 As they stood with wings lowered, a voice spoke from beyond the 

crystal surface above them. 

26 Above this surface was something that looked like a throne made of blue lapis lazuli. And on 

this throne high above was a figure whose appearance resembled a man. 27 From what appeared 

to be his waist up, he looked like gleaming amber, flickering like a fire. And from his waist down, 

he looked like a burning flame, shining with splendor. 28 All around him was a glowing halo, like a 

rainbow shining in the clouds on a rainy day. This is what the glory of the LORD looked like to me. 

When I saw it, I fell face down on the ground, and I heard someone’s voice speaking to me. 

(Ezekiel 1:1-28, NLT) 

Daniel 7:1-27 (NLT): Earlier, during the first year of King Belshazzar’s reign in Babylon, Daniel had a 

dream and saw visions as he lay in his bed. He wrote down the dream, and this is what he saw. 

2 In my vision that night, I, Daniel, saw a great storm churning the surface of a great sea, with 

strong winds blowing from every direction. 3 Then four huge beasts came up out of the water, 

each different from the others. 

4 The first beast was like a lion with eagles’ wings. As I watched, its wings were pulled off, and it 

was left standing with its two hind feet on the ground, like a human being. And it was given a 

human mind. 

5 Then I saw a second beast, and it looked like a bear. It was rearing up on one side, and it had 

three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And I heard a voice saying to it, “Get up! Devour the 

flesh of many people!” 

6 Then the third of these strange beasts appeared, and it looked like a leopard. It had four bird’s 

wings on its back, and it had four heads. Great authority was given to this beast. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%201&version=NLT;NKJV;CSB;NIV;VOICE
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7 Then in my vision that night, I saw a fourth beast – terrifying, dreadful, and very strong. It 

devoured and crushed its victims with huge iron teeth and trampled their remains beneath its 

feet. It was different from any of the other beasts, and it had ten horns. 

8 As I was looking at the horns, suddenly another small horn appeared among them. Three of the 

first horns were torn out by the roots to make room for it. This little horn had eyes like human 

eyes and a mouth that was boasting arrogantly. 

9 I watched as thrones were put in place and the Ancient One sat down to judge. His 

clothing was as white as snow, his hair like purest wool. He sat on a fiery throne with 

wheels of blazing fire, 10 and a river of fire was pouring out, flowing from his presence. 

Millions of angels ministered to him; many millions stood to attend him. Then the court 

began its session, and the books were opened. 

11 I continued to watch because I could hear the little horn’s boastful speech. I kept watching until 

the fourth beast was killed and its body was destroyed by fire. 12 The other three beasts had their 

authority taken from them, but they were allowed to live a while longer. 

13 As my vision continued that night, I saw someone like a son of man coming with the clouds of 

heaven. He approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, 

honor, and sovereignty over all the nations of the world, so that people of every race and nation 

and language would obey him. His rule is eternal – it will never end. His kingdom will never be 

destroyed. 

15 I, Daniel, was troubled by all I had seen, and my visions terrified me. 16 So I approached one of 

those standing beside the throne and asked him what it all meant. He explained it to me like 

this: 17 “These four huge beasts represent four kingdoms that will arise from the earth. 18 But in 

the end, the holy people of the Most High will be given the kingdom, and they will rule forever 

and ever.” 

19 Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, the one so different from the 

others and so terrifying. It had devoured and crushed its victims with iron teeth and bronze 

claws, trampling their remains beneath its feet. 20 I also asked about the ten horns on the fourth 

beast’s head and the little horn that came up afterward and destroyed three of the other horns. 

This horn had seemed greater than the others, and it had human eyes and a mouth that was 

boasting arrogantly. 21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against God’s holy people and 

was defeating them, 22 until the Ancient One – the Most High – came and judged in favor of his 

holy people. Then the time arrived for the holy people to take over the kingdom. 

23 Then he said to me, “This fourth beast is the fourth world power that will rule the earth. It will 

be different from all the others. It will devour the whole world, trampling and crushing 

everything in its path. 24 Its ten horns are ten kings who will rule that empire. Then another king 

will arise, different from the other ten, who will subdue three of them. 25 He will defy the Most 
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High and oppress the holy people of the Most High. He will try to change their sacred festivals 

and laws, and they will be placed under his control for a time, times, and half a time. 

26 “But then the court will pass judgment, and all his power will be taken away and completely 

destroyed. 27 Then the sovereignty, power, and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will 

be given to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will last forever, and all rulers will 

serve and obey him.” (Daniel 7:1-27, NLT) 

Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT): Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am 

humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, 

and the burden I give you is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30, NLT) 

John 13:18-20 (NLT): “I am not saying these things to all of you; I know the ones I have chosen. But 

this fulfills the Scripture that says, ‘The one who eats my food has turned against me.’[a] 19 I tell 

you this beforehand, so that when it happens you will believe that I AM the Messiah.[b] 20 I tell you 

the truth, anyone who welcomes my messenger is welcoming me, and anyone who welcomes me 

is welcoming the Father who sent me.” (John 13:18-20, NLT) 

John 13:33-35 (NLT): Dear children, I will be with you only a little longer. And as I told the Jewish 

leaders, you will search for me, but you can’t come where I am going. 34 So now I am giving you a 

new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each 

other. 35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”  
(John 13:33-35, NLT) 

John 14:9-11 (NLT): Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t 

know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to 

show him to you? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 

I speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11 Just believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have 

seen me do. (John 14:9-11, NLT) 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NLT): If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love 

others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I 

understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I 

could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to 

the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would 

have gained nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand 

its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice 

about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, 

is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 
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8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will become useless. But 

love will last forever! 9 Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of 

prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture! 10 But when the time of perfection comes, these 

partial things will become useless. 

11 When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put 

away childish things. 12 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but 

then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but 

then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows me completely. 

13 Three things will last forever – faith, hope, and love – and the greatest of these is love.  

(1 Corinthians 13:1-13, NLT) 

Revelation 4:1-11 (CSB): After this I looked, and there in heaven was an open door. The first voice 

that I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 

must take place after this.” 

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit, and there was a throne in heaven and someone was seated on 

it. 3 The one seated there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian stone. A rainbow that had 

the appearance of an emerald surrounded the throne. 

4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones sat twenty-four elders dressed 

in white clothes, with golden crowns on their heads. 

5 Flashes of lightning and rumblings and peals of thunder came from the throne. Seven fiery 

torches were burning before the throne, which are the seven spirits of God. 6 Something like a sea 

of glass, similar to crystal, was also before the throne. 

Four living creatures covered with eyes in front and in back were around the throne on each 

side. 7 The first living creature was like a lion; the second living creature was like an ox; the third 

living creature had a face like a man; and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8 Each 

of the four living creatures had six wings; they were covered with eyes around and inside. Day 

and night they never stop, saying, 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, the Almighty, who was, who is, and who is to come. 

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the one seated on the throne, 

the one who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before the one seated on 

the throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the 

throne and say, 

11 Our Lord and God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power, because you 

have created all things, and by your will they exist and were created.  

(Revelation 4:1-11, CSB) 
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